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This lesson was created for “The Richest Hills: Mining in the Far West, 1865–1920,” 
sponsored by the Montana Historical Society and funded by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities Landmarks of American History and Culture: Workshops for Schoolteachers. 
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Background for Teachers:  For a detailed background of the history needed to teach this 
lesson and the progress of the lesson itself, see Mark Johnson, “‘His Death Avenged!’: 
Empowering Students as Historians on a Global Scale,” Organization of American Historians 
Magazine of History, Vol. 26, Issue 3, pp. 25-32 (available online at 
http://maghis.oxfordjournals.org/content/26/3/25.full).  
 

Grade Level: Grades 11-12 

Subject(s): American History/Advanced Placement U.S. History 

Description: I believe that the ultimate goal of history education should not be memorization 
and fact-based recall, but rather using historical inquiry to promote critical thinking, problem 
solving, and synthesis. This mini-unit uses an inquiry-based approach, empowering students 
as historians by giving them access to a myriad of primary sources, asking them to analyze 
and interpret these sources, and develop interpretive hypotheses supported by historical 
evidence. With students engaged as historians, contextual knowledge of the time period will 
be more immediately relevant to their understanding, thus more applicable and memorable.  
 
This lesson is designed to do two things. First, by using an engaging murder-mystery from 
1870, students will use an inquiry-based approach to develop and use critical thinking, 
problem solving, and higher-order thinking skills to: 

• Analyze primary and secondary sources;  
• Formulate historical questions; 
• Interrogate historical data; 
• Develop hypotheses about the events of the past supported by historical evidence and 

analysis. 
 
Second, by analyzing the broader context of the American West, students will deepen their 
understanding of topics including: 

• American migration policies and the various factors that influence governmental 
policy (pages 11-12); 

• The Gold Rush (page 13); 
• The Transcontinental Railroad (page 13); 
• American Foreign Policy in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century (page 13). 

 
The lessons can be separated with students only completing the inquiry-based analysis, or 
combining both the inquiry-based approach with the more traditional lessons to develop 
content understanding. 
 

Enduring Understanding:  Students will practice the historian’s craft by analyzing and 
interpreting varied sources and multiple perspectives, seeking to understand the diversity of 
the American West and how diverse communities interacted on the American Frontier. 
 
Essential Questions:   

• How did the diversity of the American West develop and how did these diverse 
communities interact? 

• How can different sources on the same topic vary and how can we determine which 
sources are most helpful in interpreting the past? 
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Duration: Either 1-2 60 minute periods if only the inquiry-based approach is used, or 3-4 60 
minute periods if the inquiry approach is combined with developing a broader contextual 
understanding of the Chinese experience in American history. 

Materials: This mini-unit relies on primary sources obtained from the Montana Historical 
Society. All sources are submitted along with the lesson description. These sources include: 

• Image of John R. Bitzer tombstone; 
• Newspaper accounts from the time including articles about Bitzer and Ah Chow, 

rewards issued for Ah Chow, and a description of Ah Chow to aid in his capture; 
• Sanborn Fire Insurances maps of Helena to help students reconstruct the locations 

involved in the event; 
• Bird’s Eye view map of Helena to aid students in spatial understanding of the events; 
• Numerous photos of Helena during the 1870s, including photos of the specific 

locations crucial to the Bitzer-Ah Chow story; 
• Census records from 1870 and 1880; 
• Montana Post newspaper, digitized, searchable, and available online at 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov which will help students understand the events in 
Montana as they relate to the Chinese in Montana; 

• Secondary Source: Zhu, Liping. “No Need to Rush: The Chinese, Placer Mining, and 
the Western Environment.” Montana: The Magazine of Western History, Autumn 
1999, 43-57. (accessible at http://mhs.mt.gov/education/cirguides/goldzhu.asp). 

• Excerpts of the Burlingame Treaty of 1868 and the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. 
 
Procedure in Detail:  The “hook” to pique students’ 
interest in this mini-unit is the text of a tombstone 
found in the Benton Avenue cemetery in Helena, 
Montana. The tombstone reads: 
 
“John R. Bitzer, Born 9 Dec. 1833. Died 16 Jan. 1870. 

A Native of Lancaster Co. Pennsylvania 
Here He Lies, 

His Life Cut Short, 
His Death Avenged.” 

 
Viewing a photo of the tombstone and using the 
engaging cryptic epitaph, the students then conduct 
research using primary and secondary sources 
attempting to reconstruct the events of Bitzer’s death. 
Specifically, students use GoogleBooks to access 
Frederick Allen’s book, A Decent and Orderly Lynching: The Montana Vigilantes. Upon 
reading excerpts of this book, students find that Bitzer was killed during an altercation with a 
Chinese man named Ah Chow. Allen’s book gives a basic outline of events as follows: 

 
“A miner named John R. Bitzer was walking home one Saturday night when he passed 
Ah Chow’s cabin and heard the sounds of a struggle. Rushing inside, he found Ah Chow 
beating a woman and tried to intervene. Ah Chow pulled a pistol and shot Bitzer in the 
groin, fatally wounding him. Or so Bitzer told several witnesses before he died. A rival 
version suggested that Ah Chow had happened upon Bitzer already inside his cabin 
dallying with his woman, perhaps forcibly, and reacted accordingly.”  
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Ah Chow disappeared, attempting to evade the 
vigilante justice that Montana was known for at the 
time. Two separate rewards were issued for his 
apprehension—one reward issued by the Chinese 
merchants of Helena—and six days later, famed 
vigilante X. Beidler caught Ah Chow, delivering 
him to a mob to be hanged on Helena’s “Hanging 
Tree,” the site of many such hangings. As the 
students discover, the newspapers at the time 
differed in their opinions on the lynching, with 
some arguing that Ah Chow got what he deserved 
and others arguing that, since a functioning justice 
system existed, lynch-mob rule was no longer 
needed and in fact illegal. Additionally, people at 
the time speculated that Bitzer was not merely 
being a good citizen trying to intervene to stop a 
domestic disturbance, but was in fact in the wrong 
and Ah Chow was defending his home.  
 
Armed with this controversial case, students use primary and secondary sources obtained 
from the Montana Historical Society to more fully understand the circumstances of the 
events, the context of Helena, Montana, and the West at the time, and to hypothesize about 
the motivations of the individuals involved. 
 
Students use the primary sources to engage in the story, re-constructing the events, and to 
develop questions to answer. These questions might include the following: 

• How prevalent were the vigilantes? How many did they hang? Were there patterns to 
who they targeted? How much support did they have? 

• Was Bitzer simply acting as a good Samaritan, or was he in the cabin for other reasons?  
• What locations are key to understanding the story? Where did Bitzer live? Where was 

Ah Chow’s cabin? Was there a Chinese section of town? Where was the Kiyus 
Saloon (where Bitzer went after the shooting)? Where was the International Hotel 
(where Bitzer died & where one reward was issued)? Where was the Hanging Tree? 

• How did the community respond to news of Ah Chow’s execution? 
• Why would the Chinese community offer rewards for Ah Chow? What more can be 

known about the Chinese merchants who issued the reward? For an enrichment 
extension activity to develop analytical and historical thinking skills, see page 15-16. 

• How many Chinese were in Helena 
(or the region)? Why did they 
come? How were they treated? 
Was the woman in question 
Chinese? For an enrichment 
extension activity to develop 
analytical and historical thinking 
skills, see pages 17-18. 

• Why were the rewards and the 
description of the murderer in the same newspaper as news of Ah Chow’s lynching? 
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For homework, the students read the following article and answer the attached questions: 
 

• Zhu, Liping. “No Need to Rush: The Chinese, Placer Mining, and the Western 
Environment.” Montana: The Magazine of Western History, Autumn 1999, 43-57. 
 

• The article and accompanying questions can be found at 
http://mhs.mt.gov/education/cirguides/goldzhu.asp  

 
Having developed a broader understanding of the Chinese experience on the American 
Frontier, students take this knowledge into their analysis of the Bitzer-Ah Chow case with the 
goals to: 
 

• Analyze primary and secondary sources;  

• Formulate historical questions; 

• Interrogate historical data; 

• Develop hypotheses about the past supported by historical evidence and analysis. 

 
One suggested approach is to present the students with the tombstone and the basics of the 
Bitzer-Ah Chow case on the first day, generate questions as a class, and give the article by 
Liping Zhu for homework. Then over the next 3-4 days, give two or three more primary 
sources to students each night to analyze for homework, with the beginning of the next class 
period used to discuss the findings, assimilate the new knowledge, develop new questions, 
and develop/refine hypotheses based on the evidence analyzed.   
      
The second goal of this lesson is to provide greater context to the Chinese experience in 
America during the late-nineteenth century. By using the experiences of the Chinese 
community in Montana in the 1870s as the starting point, students will examine broader 
trends in American history relating to the Chinese experience (this approach is particularly 
useful for AP US History in order to prepare the students for content that will be tested. See 
pages 9-12 for these activities). These themes include: 
 
1. Chinese Immigration: From the Burlingame Treaty to Chinese Exclusion Act; 

2. The Gold Rush & Railroads; 

3. American Foreign Policy in Asia: The Boxer Rebellion and the Open Door Policy. 

 
Each of these lessons is designed to be completed by students working in small groups within 
45 minutes. As the small groups work to acquire information on the topics listed above, the 
teacher circulates and discusses on a more individual basis each student’s thoughts and 
theories on the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident, assessing for understanding and evidence of critical 
thinking during the conversations.   
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Assessment: Basic understanding will be assessed throughout the unit by the teacher 
collecting and assessing the questions related to the Liping Zhu article and the questions for 
each station activity (Immigration, Gold Rush & Railroads, & American Foreign Policy). 
Additionally, as the students work in their small groups to complete the extension activities, 
the teacher circulates and discusses their individual findings in the primary sources related to 
the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident. With this mini-unit being used in an AP US History class, 
multiple choice questions on the Gold Rush, Transcontinental Railroad, American 
immigration policy, the growth of labor unions and their influence on American immigration 
policy, and American foreign relations with China will test student mastery of the content.  
 

Finally, students will choose a number of creative assessments to prove mastery of the 
content of the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident. These creative projects are designed to help achieve 
differentiated instruction, while helping students achieve the Historical Thinking Standards 
described in the lesson plans. In groups of 2-4, students choose one of the following:  

v A 4-6 minute documentary film explaining the events of the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident, utilizing 
the primary sources used during the project. The film must not only focus on the Bitzer-Ah 
Chow events, but also describe the diversity of the American frontier. 

 

v A website explaining the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident. Pages must include: 
o A description of the discovery of gold in Montana 
o A description of the Vigilante activities in Montana 
o A specific timeline of the events central to the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident—starting with the 

Saturday night shooting and going through Ah Chow’s lynching 
o Two separate pages devoted to telling the differing perspectives: 

§ One supporting the view that Bitzer was acting as a good Samaritan  
§ One supporting the view that Bitzer was in the cabin for less than honorable motives 

and Ah Chow was defending himself and the woman. 
 

v A script for a play about the Bitzer-Ah Chow event (including dialogue, stage directions, and 
description of three locations central to the incident to be staged). 

 

v A “pitch” to a movie studio executive about why the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident would make a 
good Hollywood feature film. Students must include the following: 
o Two-page pitch highlighting the events and drama of the incident 
o   Casting for the main characters 
o A 15-second movie trailer 

 

v Mapping the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident: Students create two maps. The first is a world map, 
locating the global sites central to understanding the broader context of the Bitzer-Ah Chow 
event. These sites must include, but are not limited to: 
§ Bitzer’s place of birth (Lancaster County, PA) 
§ Bitzer’s route to Montana (PA to NY to Nicaragua with William Walker to CA to MT) 
§ The point of origin of most of the Chinese who came to America during the Gold Rush & 

the route to the gold fields of Montana 
o The second is an interactive, digital map of Helena (using either the Sanborn maps, the 

Bird’s Eye View map, or a student-generated map) that locates and describes the key 
locations central to the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident. Locations must include: 

§ The Kiyus Saloon 
§ The International Hotel 
§ The Hanging Tree 
§ Orofino Gulch (site of Bitzer’s cabin) 
§ Chinatown & a likely location of Ah Chow’s cabin 

 

A general rubric can be used to evaluate each of these projects (see page 19) or can be adjusted to 
suit the needs of each project.  
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Standards: Adapted from the National Center for History in the Schools, UCLA 
(http://nchs.ucla.edu/)  

Historical Thinking Standards: 

Historical Thinking Standard 2: The student comprehends a variety of historical 
sources: Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage by identifying who was 
involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and 
what consequences or outcomes followed.  

• Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses and the purpose, 
perspective, or point of view from which it has been constructed. 

• Differentiate between historical facts & historical interpretations but acknowledge 
that the two are related; that the facts the historian reports are selected and reflect 
therefore the historian's judgment of what is most significant about the past. 

• Draw upon data in historical maps in order to obtain or clarify information on the 
geographic setting in which the historical event occurred, its relative and absolute 
location, the distances and directions involved, the natural and man-made features of the 
place, and critical relationships in the spatial distributions of those features and the 
historical event occurring there.  

• Draw upon the visual sources including: (a) photographs, paintings, cartoons, and 
architectural drawings; 

 

Historical Thinking Standard 3: The student engages in historical analysis & interpretation: 
Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas, values, personalities, behaviors, and 
institutions by identifying likenesses and differences.  

• Consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past by demonstrating their 
differing motives, beliefs, interests, hopes, and fears. 

• Analyze cause-and-effect relationships bearing in mind multiple causation including 
(a) the importance of the individual in history; (b) the influence of ideas, human 
interests, and beliefs; and (c) the role of chance, the accidental and the irrational. 

• Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion & informed hypotheses 
grounded in historical evidence. 

• Compare competing historical narratives.  
• Hold interpretations of history as tentative, subject to changes as new information is 

uncovered, new voices heard, and new interpretations broached.  
• Hypothesize the influence of the past, including both the limitations and opportunities 

made possible by past decisions. 
 

Historical Thinking Standard 4: The student conducts historical research: Therefore, the 
student is able to 

• Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, eyewitness 
accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, architecture, and other 
records from the past.  

• Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum 
collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, 
newspapers, and the like; documentary films, oral testimony from living witnesses, 
censuses, tax records, city directories, statistical compilations, and economic indicators.  

• Interrogate historical data by uncovering the social, political, and economic context in 
which it was created; testing the data source for its credibility, authority, authenticity, 
internal consistency and completeness; and detecting and evaluating bias, distortion, and 
propaganda by omission, suppression, or invention of facts. 
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• Identify the gaps in the available records and marshal contextual knowledge and 
perspectives of the time and place in order to elaborate imaginatively upon the 
evidence, fill in the gaps deductively, and construct a sound historical interpretation. 

• Employ quantitative analysis in order to explore such topics as changes in family size 
and composition, migration patterns, wealth distribution, and changes in the economy. 

• Support interpretations with historical evidence in order to construct closely reasoned 
arguments rather than facile opinions. 

 

Content Area Standards:  
 

U.S. Era 6: The Development of the Industrial United States (1870-1900): 
 

Standard 1: How the rise of corporations, heavy industry, and mechanized farming transformed 
the American people. 
 

Standard 1C The student understands how agriculture, mining, & ranching were transformed. 
Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Explain the conflicts that arose during the settlement of the “last frontier” among farmers, 
ranchers, and miners. 

• Explain the gender composition and ethnic diversity of farmers, miners, and ranchers and 
analyze how this affected the development of the West.  

 

Standard 2: Massive immigration after 1870 and how new social patterns, conflicts, and ideas of 
national unity developed amid growing cultural diversity. 
 

Standard 2A The student understands the sources and experiences of the new immigrants. 
Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Trace patterns of immigrant settlement in different regions of the country & how new 
immigrants helped produce a composite American culture that transcended group 
boundaries.  

• Assess the challenges, opportunities, and contributions of different immigrant groups. 
 

Standard 2B The student understands “scientific racism,” race relations, and the struggle for 
equal rights. Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Explain the rising racial conflict in different regions, including the anti-Chinese 
movement in the West and the rise of lynching in the South.  

 

Standard 3: The rise of American labor movements and how political issues reflected social and 
economic changes: 
 

Standard 3B The student understands the rise of national labor unions and the role of state and 
federal governments in labor conflicts. Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Explain the ways management in different regions & industries responded to labor 
organizing workers.  

• Analyze the causes and effects of escalating labor conflicts.  
• Explain the response of management and government at different levels to labor strife in 

different regions of the country.  
 

U.S. Era 7: The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930) 
 

Standard 2: The changing role of the United States in world affairs through World War I. 
 

Standard 2A The student understands how the American role in the world changed in the early 
20th century. Therefore, the student is able to: 

• Analyze the reasons for the Open Door Policy. 	  
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“His Death Avenged!” Empowering Students as Historians to 
Understand the Chinese Experience in the American West 

Following the introduction to the Bitzer-Ah Chow case through the tombstone, reading 
excerpts from Frederick Allen’s A Decent and Orderly Lynching, and a development of the 
basics of the events, student will develop an understanding of the broader context of the 
Chinese experience in the American West to contextualize their research into the Bitzer-Ah 
Chow case. The article by Liping Zhu helps students develop this understanding. 
 
Procedure: 
1. Engage students with the “hook” of the Bitzer tombstone; 
2. Read excerpts from Frederick Allen’s A Decent and Orderly Lynching, (go to 
http://books.google.com and search Frederick Allen John R. Bitzer); 
3. Students access and analyze the Helena Daily Herald January 25, 1870 (attached) taking 
note of four specific pieces of information related to the Bitzer-Ah Chow case; 
4. Students begin to generate questions about the case; 
5. Students read the article by Liping Zhu to develop a deeper contextual understanding of 
the Chinese experience in the American West; 
6. Students access the remaining primary sources (newspapers, maps, photos of Helena in the 
1870s, census records from 1870 & 1880) to develop hypotheses about the case. 

This portion of the lesson is from the Montana Historical Society found at 
http://montanahistoricalsociety.org/education/cirguides/goldzhu.asp 

“No Need to Rush: The Chinese, Placer Mining, and the Western Environment” 
 
By Liping Zhu (accessible at http://mhs.mt.gov/education/cirguides/goldzhu.asp)  
 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION  

v The boom-and-bust situations that mining produced  
v Ethnic & racial groups in the American West-- then and now Push & Pull factors in 

human migration  
 
QUESTIONS  
 
1.  What two gold discoveries does the author use as bookends for the gold rush time period?  

2.  According to the author, what was so significant about the Chinese versus other ethnic 

group prospectors?  

3.  How & why did Australia learn of the California gold discovery before the news reached 

the East Coast of the U.S.?  

4.  What event in China prompted people to leave their homeland for the California gold 

fields?  

5.  As early as the 1500s, Chinese ventured to foreign lands in search of economic 

opportunities. Where did they go?  
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6.  Describe the natural process that releases gold from igneous rock.  

7.  What are the differences between placer mining and hard-rock mining?  

8.  What were some of the benefits of forming a mining company?  

9.  How did the Chinese fare when it came to adapting to frontier conditions? What made 

them succeed or fail?  

10.  What causes scurvy? How did the Chinese prevent it?  

11.  Explain the traditional medical practices that the Chinese used to treat illness and injury.  

12.  Describe in detail the Chinese relationship with water. Why did they know so much 

about it? How did their use of it in China differ from their use in America?  How did they 

benefit from their knowledge?  

13.  How were Chinese miners able to take a mining claim that white Americans believed 

was played out & make it prosperous?  

14.  Why did the shift from placer to lode mining lead to a decline in the number of Chinese 

miners?  

15.  Why were Chinese immigrants so skilled at building? What techniques did they employ 

when encountered with a dearth of timber?  

16.  Why were Chinese miners so quick to exploit and destroy America's natural resources?  

17.  How are the Chinese acknowledged for helping change the western landscape, both 

positively and negatively?  

Vocabulary: 
Canton 
Taiping Rebellion 
Placer Mining 
Lode Mining 

Diaspora  
Arable 
Igneous Rock 
Chinese Exclusion Act 

Acupuncture 
Alluvial
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1. Chinese Immigration: From the Burlingame Treaty to Chinese Exclusion Act 
 

Topics include: the Burlingame Treaty of 1868, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, and the 
eventual repeal of the Exclusion Act in 1943. 
 
Students will work with documents and answer questions such as: What were the factors 
leading to the migration of Chinese in the mid to late nineteenth century (this will include 
both an examination of factors in southern China—the push, and factors on the west coast of 
the U.S.—the pull)?; Why were the intentions of the Burlingame Treaty and the Exclusion 
Act so radically different? What had changed during the intervening fourteen years—
economically, socially, politically, internationally? Were any other nationalities specifically 
targeted with policies such as the Chinese Exclusion Act? Why/why not? Why was the 
Chinese Exclusion Act repealed in 1943? 

 

“Truth Versus Fiction.” 
Photo Courtesy of the 

Bancroft Library, University 
of California, Berkeley. 
[xF870 C5 C51 v. 2:1] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.  After the brief writing exercise (5 minutes) in which students consider the multiple 
perspectives expressed in the political cartoon regarding Chinese immigration, students 
briefly share their views.  
2.  Read the excerpt of the Burlingame Treaty of 1868 and the excerpt of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882. How is the intent of these two documents different?  
3.  Goal: Answer the overall question: American immigration policy with regard to China 
witnessed a direct reversal from 1868 to 1882; what factors (domestically and 
internationally) led to the dramatic shift of this policy from the 1860s to the 1880s? 
 
Questions for the students to consider as they explore events/trends in America and 
China that led to the shift include: 
1.  Who was Anson Burlingame? 
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2.  What had been happening in China and America during the 1850s and 1860s that 
prompted China to push for passage of the Burlingame Treaty? 
3.  What motivation did the U.S. have to sign the Burlingame Treaty? 
4.  Who in America would have been in favor of the Burlingame Treaty? Why?  
5.  Who in America would have been opposed to the Burlingame Treaty? Why? 
6.  By 1882 with the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act the American position directly 
reversed. What had been happening in China and America during the 1870s and early 1880s 
that prompted groups within America to push for passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act? 
7.  Who in America would have been in favor of the Chinese Exclusion Act? Why?  
8.  Who in America would have been opposed to the Chinese Exclusion Act? Why? 
9.  Were any other nationalities or ethnicities specifically targeted with similar acts of 
legislation? 
10.  When was the Chinese Exclusion Act repealed? Why? 

 
Excerpt from the Burlingame Treaty 1868 "The United States of America and the Emperor 
of China cordially recognize the inherent and inalienable right of man to change his home 
and allegiance and also the mutual advantage of the free migration and emigration of their 
citizens and subjects, respectively from the one country to the other, for the purpose of 
curiosity or trade or as permanent residents. . . . Chinese subjects visiting or residing in the 
United States, shall enjoy the same privileges, immunities, and exemptions in respect to 
travel or residence, as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored 
nation." (Source: University of California, Berkeley, http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/cgi-
bin/flipomatic/cic/brk5022) 

Excerpt from the Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882 

Forty-Seventh Congress. Session I. 1882 
Chapter 126.-An act to execute certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese.  
Preamble. Whereas, in the opinion of the Government of the United States the coming of 
Chinese laborers to this country endangers the good order of certain localities within the 
territory thereof: 
Therefore, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That from and after the expiration of ninety days next after 
the passage of this act, and until the expiration of ten years next after the passage of this act, 
the coming of Chinese laborers to the United States be, and the same is hereby, suspended; 
and during such suspension it shall not be lawful for any Chinese laborer to come, or, having 
so come after the expiration of said ninety days, to remain within the United States. . . . 
SEC. 13. That this act shall not apply to diplomatic and other officers of the Chinese 
Government traveling upon the business of that government, whose credentials shall be taken 
as equivalent to the certificate in this act mentioned, and shall exempt them and their body 
and household servants from the provisions of this act as to other Chinese persons. 
SEC. 14. That hereafter no State court or court of the United States shall admit Chinese to 
citizenship; and all laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 
SEC. 15. That the words "Chinese laborers", whenever used in this act, shall be construed to 
mean both skilled and unskilled laborers and Chinese employed in mining. 
Approved, May 6, 1882. 
(Source: Mount Holyoke College, http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/chinex.htm) 
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2. The Gold Rush & the Development of a Transcontinental Railroad 

First, students access the online resources found at: 
http://www.hippocampus.org/AP%20US%20History%20I  
Under “Territorial Expansion & Sectional Issues, 1820-1860,” click on “California Gold;” 

a. http://www.hippocampus.org/AP%20US%20History%20II  
b. Under “Changing Landscape,” click on “Building & Influence of the 

Railroads.” 
After developing a basic understanding of the California Gold Rush and the building of the 
Transcontinental Railroad, students will deepen their understanding of these topics using the 
internet, library resources, and their textbooks, students will research details about the Gold 
Rush and Transcontinental Railroad such as: 
 

Gold Rush Related Questions:  
1.  When and where was gold discovered on the west coast?  
2.  What different routes were available to get to the gold fields of California?  
3.  What groups of people came to the area during the Gold Rush? Why?  
3.  How many Chinese came to California? Did they intend to stay or return to China?  
4.  How were the Chinese treated throughout the gold rush era?  
5.  What was the Foreign Miners’ Tax?  
6.  How did the rapid population boom in California complicate political issues on a national 
level (Compromise of 1850)?  
7.  Where else was gold (and other precious metals) found and when? 
 

Transcontinental Railroad Related Questions:  
1.  What two companies built the Transcontinental Railroad? Where?  
2.  What groups formed the main labor force for each branch?  
3.  What hardships did each branch face?  
4.  What was the economic impact of the completion of the Railroad on the United States?  
5.  How did expanding and contracting needs for a labor force contribute to America’s 
immigration policies during the time period? 

3. American Foreign Policy in Asia: The Boxer Rebellion & the Open Door Policy 

Students access the resource found at: 
http://www.hippocampus.org/AP%20US%20History%20II Under the heading “Imperialism,” 
click on “China.”  Using their textbook, library resources, and the internet, students will 
deepen their understanding of the topics under consideration, researching the basic 
information about the Boxer Rebellion and the Open Door Notes. To demonstrate 
understanding, students will answer the following questions: 
 

Questions Related to the Boxer Rebellion:  
1.  Why was America more interested and involved in East Asia at the turn of the century?  
2.  Who were the Boxer’s and what were their goals? What motivated the Boxer’s?  
3.  How were the Boxer’s stopped? At what cost?  
4.  What was the response of Americans to the events of the Boxer Rebellion? 
 

Questions Related to the Open Door Notes:  
1.  What are spheres of influence as related to outside control of China during the late 
nineteenth century? Which major powers had influence in China?  
2.  Who was John Hay?  
3.  What was the basic idea expressed in the Open Door Notes?  
4.  Why would American want this? Why would other non-Chinese powers agree?  
5.  What was the role of the Qing Dynasty in this process?  
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Resources	  Needed	  for	  “‘His	  Death	  Avenged!’	  The	  Chinese	  Experience	  in	  the	  American	  West” 

	   John	  R.	  Bitzer	  Tombstone	   Montana	  Newspapers	  from	  
Jan.	  1870	  

Historic	  Photos	  from	  Helena,	  
MT	  in	  the	  1870s	  

Maps	  of	  Helena,	  MT	  

 Photo of John R. Bitzer 
Tombstone found in Benton Ave. 
Cemetery, July 2010 (the cryptic 
epitaph starts the inquiry-based 

portion of the lesson with 
students tasked to find out as 
much as possible about the 

event). 

These newspapers report 
relevant details about the Bitzer 

murder, the rewards for Ah 
Chow’s capture, the description 

of the murderer, and the 
discussion in the Helena 

community about the necessity 
or illegality of vigilante 

activities. 

These photos help students in 
their attempt to recreate & 

hypothesize about the events in 
the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident. 

Photos include: Panoramic view 
of Helena; view of Kiyus Saloon, 

& Last Use of Hanging Tree. 

These maps include the Sanborn 
Fire Insurance maps of Helena 

from 1884 & the Bird’s Eye 
View map of Helena from 1875. 
These help students understand 

the geographic layout of Helena, 
the sites specific to the Bitzer-

Ah Chow incident. 

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	   File	  attached	  with	  Lesson	   File	  attached	  with	  Lesson	   File	  attached	  with	  Lesson	   File	  attached	  with	  Lesson	  

	  

	  	   Montana	  Census	  of	  1870	  &	  
1880	  

Montana	  Post	  newspaper	   “No	  Need	  To	  Rush:	  The	  
Chinese,	  Placer	  Mining,	  &	  The	  
Western	  Environment,”	  by	  

Liping	  Zhu	  

Hippocampus	  Website	  
Resources	  to	  Help	  Develop	  
Contextual	  Understanding	  

	   The census records from 1870 
& 1880, although taken after 

the Bitzer-Ah Chow event, will 
help students understand details 
about the Chinese population in 

Montana. 

Montana Post newspaper, 
digitized, searchable, & 

available online, which will 
help students understand the 
events in Montana in the late 

1860s related to the Chinese in 
Montana; students can find 
some information about the 
Chinese woman involved in 
the incident & some details 

about Bitzer’s arrival to MT. 

This article, to be read as 
homework after the beginning 
of the inquiry portion of the 

assignment, gives useful 
context to understand the 

Chinese in the American West. 

The Hippocampus website 
helps students gain a general 
understanding of the topics of 
the California Gold Rush, the 

Building of the 
Transcontinental Railroads, 

and American Foreign Policy 
relating to China in the late-

19th early 20th century period. 

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

mem. 

T H E M O N T A N A P O S T , S A T U R D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 16, 18(5 7 
The Montana Post 1 
K A T I ' R D A V , 

O I H A G E N T S . 
A . B . H A M I L T O N , is our A g e n t at F o r t Beu to 
MR. A J . S M I T H is oar A g e n t at Bannack. 
J . M . K I S H . S te r l ing . H o t S p r i n g Dis t r i c t . 
G E O . 8. K A W U N G D , S i l ve r Creek. 
J . M . Mi l .u s . S i l v e r B o w . 
J A M E S S T U A R T . I ) w r Lodge . 
W o K f K N * Co. . H e l l Gate. 
A gency o f Post. 53 Br idge street. Helena . 
J O H N TaMPI.R. Junc t ion C i t y . 
C H A S . E . S M I T H . G a l l a t i n C i t y . 
M A X WAf iXKH l i m n a n G u l c h . 
H . H . H A T H A W A Y . H i g h l a n d Di s t r i c t . 
F . CHURCH. S u m m i t C i t y . 
CAMPBELL St CO.. Confederate G u l c h . 
K . c. J O H N S O N . B l a c k l i s t . 
!. N . B ( T K , Bou lde r V a l l e v . 
S. W . REYNOLDS. Reynold!*' C i t y . E l k Creek. 
S. V . K A L I . . Heart nw H. 

W . M A I . I ; I , E R Y . R o c k e r C i t y . 
J . 8 . V, n . l . l A.M*. St. I . . . Y M o . 
L . P . FlAHER. San Francisco. C a l . 

the beat house we have seen in Virginia for a Ions; 
time. T b e performance was excellent. T h e order, 

I I tha t could I e desired, and managers and audiT
ence were a l ike de l igh ted . Quite a number of ladies 

, . . „ were present, and the house wa» comfortably warmT
VmmiM l b , 1 8 G 7 ed for the first t ime. T h e new management hare 

determined to run a show to w h i c h our citizens canY
uot help going , and f r o m present indications they 
are l i k e l y to succeed. T h e audiences seem to f u l l y 
appreciate a l l other |»arts o f the performance except 
the ins t rumental music under the leadership 
o f Professor Foss. W h i l e f ew listen to 
the orchestra, none, applaud , and the Host 
art is t ic and excellent part o f the entire perforY
mance is as unnoticed as though a sudden at tack o f 
deafness fo l lows the ex i t o f the b i g shoes aad burn t 

T h e burlesque o f the Lady of Lyons , w i t h 
•Irons; cast and a selection o f the favor i te song* and 
dances, iso n the b i l l s for Thursday evening. 

O C T O K L I C K . — T h e Vedette g ives a n 
account of a y o u n g man roped out o f $KM) in that 
c i t y o f Saints, w h i c h he had earned b y hard labor 
in Montana. T h e National Police Gazette contains 
lhe par t iculars concerning another Montanian w h o 
went u p the greenhorn *t>out to the tune o f f&l.VJO. 
and we unfor tuna te ly have to add that a resident o f 
Deer Lodge , ou a v i s i t to this place, f e l l in to bad 
company, was induced to vis i t the haunts o f the 
Cyprians , and was inve ig led out o f near &4UO. 

. I Served them right. I f men are fouls enough to asY
JNo. THORN L E Y , o l \ i rg in ta , is our au thor ized I sociate w i t h swindlers and courtezans, and see f i t to 

A g e n t to receive subscribers and moneys. H i a ] invest in square(Y) games or v is i t houses o f i l l fame 
receipt w i l l be good. 

r n 11: C I T Y . 

M R . W I L L I A M C O Y N E h a s been apT

pointed A g e n t for the M O N T A N A P O S T in Helena 

c i t y , and is our only author ized A g e n t in that c i t y 

D . W . T I L T O N ,\ Co. 

H o w A R E Y o r . M A J O R ? — W e were 
shown last evening a special te legram f r o m WashY

ington c i t y , dated 14th inst.. and signed b y authorY

i t y good anywhere , s t a t ing that the President had 

appointed John P. Bruce, Secretary o f the T e r r i Y

t o r y o f Montana . One more candidate oft' the 

track. 

IrrlvaM mnd Departures! During the 
Week.—Arrived. 

J M L e w i * 
A Pol lock 
« ; W M i l l e r 
W F lore* 
Miss A Rogers 
Prof Ea ton 
W Evans 
• Sanders 
D W T i l t o n 
A T Beach 

I L o c k 
P L i n k 
M ( } D o w 
J Burgess 
Miss M Boyce 
P r o f D o u g h t y 
R R u f 
F Sharwi tz 
E • H a r ry 

M Schwer in 
J Y Greene 
R Guiberson 
C Baker 
R W M i m m s 
H E l l i s 
G Eage l 
P K M c G i n t r y . 

w i f e and c h i l d 
Col Postlewaite H M i l l e r 

Mrs McCormack Mrs O 'Nea l 
W Br i ce 
F O i g r a y 
U M Signott 
T P Geusler 
J J F r a c v 
A J McCay 

H Coppock 
A Richardson 
J L Corbet 
S P Carpenter 
Prof Ea ton 
F Sharwi tz 
S P Carpenter 
J He f fne r 

• M Pol l inger 
M r W i n sell 
J M u r p b j 
F C D e i m l i n g 
W H T a y l o r 
L McCay 

Deported. 
C D V L o v e j o y M D B o w i e 
P ro f E v e r e t t D Fisher 

W K y t e 
P Roorke 
M r S m i t h 
M r s A h Chow 
J Forbes 
W Donifelser 
R Robb 

T F B r o w n 
T C la rk 
C Saunders 
A T Beach 
B F Price 
R RitenufT 

Jennie Mor t imer M r Sherman 
M r Greene 
Miss Bake r 
M A F lan igan 
I I P W a r d 
R S Thomas 
M Schwer in 

W F lo reys 
J M c G r a t h 
R Carmichael 

J J T r a c y 
F Neese 
S g n i l t u 

A H a w k i n s 
R Ready 
E S Barre 
S Hi , Id le 
T E Winse i t 
R R o u g h 
M r Connor 
J Buzzers 
M Sands 
K Root 
W H T a y l o r 
S Pol lock 
R K a o n 

from Tuesday » 7Vi Y Weekly. 

A C Q U I T T A L O F J O H N F . M I L E S . — O u r 
readers w i l l remember that we gave a b r i e f account 
o f a shooting a f f r a y w h i c h took place i n Ga l l a t in 
county , on December 13, 1866. A n indic tment 
was found b y the Grand J u r y o f Madison county, 
and Miles was ar ra igned on the 7th inst. and charged 
w i t h m a k i n g an assault w i t h intent to k i l l t w o 
parties. Messrs. Renus and L i t t l e . T h e t r i a l comY
menced upon the t?th inst., and was f inished upon 
the 11th inst. T h e evidence showed the f o l l o w i n g 
facts: that remarks o f a t r i v i a l character were made 
b y several persona, w h i c h led to a dispute between 
Miles and Renus, in w h 
a statement o f tbe la t ter 
'be first contradict ion ; that Renus immedia te ly adY
vanced towards tbe prisoner and intended in bis 
own languasre " to make Miles take back his words ;" 
that Renus was a man o f large f r ame aud unusual 

w i t h the bard earnings o f honest t o i l , perhaps a l l 
j they have, upon their persons, they deserve nothY
t i n g better than the most of them receive—a thorY
; ough s w i n d l i n g . 

W H A T 1 1 K T H O I G H T O F T H E M . — W e 
asked a gentleman the other evening how he l i k e d 
the Atmospheric Lamps. He replied that for beauty, 
economy, and p u r i t y o f l i gh t they were unequal led 
b v any lamps he had ever seen, and that in every 
{•articular he prefers them to the ord inary lamps. 
T h a t is the opinion o f every one who has used them 
since thei r Y tn t roduct i iMi into the T e r r i t o r y . W e 
w o u l d advise Messrs. Housel St Andrews to impor t 
a large stock next season. 

T H E O L D S i T L T E C T . — W e hav e h a d 
d e l i g h t f u l weather for the last few days. Not so hot 

j d u r i n g the days that the streets* are a mess o f 
I slush, or so co ld at n ights that an overcoat is nseesY
! sary to comfort , . lust that pleasant med iu m between 
the extremes, when ladies can comfo r t ab l y go to 
church , and the masculines can stand on the street 
corner and admire them—and so i t is. 

from Thnrtdny't Tri-Weekly. 

V I R G I N I A C I T Y C I R C L E . — M a s o n r y inT
culcate* m o r a l i t y and the social vir tues. I t embodY
ies the spir i t o f the eleventh commandment , " tha t 

, ye love one another," and extends the tegis o f its 
i protection and sympa thy beyond tbe l imi t s o f tbe 
' order, where weakness claims the assistance o f 
strength, and a f r i end cometh when t rouble is in 

J the heart o f the oppressed. H o l d i n g the tenets that 
I its speculations may be confined to the lodgeYroom. 
, bu t that its operations shall have wider scope, i t 
invests w i t h pr ivi leges not on ly its members, bu t 
those who are nearest an i l dearest to their hearts. 
T o enable these to make themselves k n o w u to 
brethren o f the order, certain hide degrees have 
been permi t ted to be conferred upon t h o s e ladies 

I ent i t led to receive them, and in our c i t y they have 
: eager ly ava i l ed themselves o f the oppor tun i ty . I n 
addi t ion to this, as an earnest o f their appreciat ion 
of Masonry, they have organized a Social Circle , 
he ld in the lodge room, and confined the memberY
ship to ladies who have taken the degree, and MaY

, sons in good s tanding. T h e p rogramme of enterY
ta inment provides for both soul and b o d y . T b e 

, o l io o f lectures, recitations, songs, anecdotes, charY
ades, tableaux, etc., where 

" T h e g l ad c i rc le round them y i e l d their souls 
T o festive m i r t h and w i t that knows no gall.** 

i being a secondary matter when compared w i th the 
' sumptuous banquet which fa i r hands spread u|>on 
the festal board. T b a t subject, however, is better 
discussed w h i l e the wine sparkles in the goblet and 
"good digestion waits on appet i te ." W'e merely 
purposed in the commencement to say " B u e n o . " S i r 
K n i g h t and ladies fair , in ment ioning y o u r Circle , 

| and hope, in t ime to come, as in times past, y o u 
may find i t good to be there. 

From Saturday's TYi-Weekly 
l ' v T T K T H I S I N V o r u I l A T . — M a n y seT

vere reflections have been cast u p o n " y e l o c a l " o f 
this paper for m a k i n g a muss about the sucY
cessful candidate k f l M a y o r , alter the enormous exT
pense Incurred in his election. As we w i l l D O doubt 
have, af ter next Monday, an opposition Mayor preY
s id ing over an opposition Counci l , f a i r w a m i u g is 
hereby g iven that they w i l l be held to a strict ac 

H E L E N A . 

From Tuesdays Tri-Weekly. 

N E W A N D R I C H DISC <>\ H t m — It i s 
an undoubted fac t that the richness o f our T e r r i Y
tory becomes da i ly more and more general ly unY
derstood. F r o m the first discovery o f A l d e r g u l c h 
d o w n to the present t ime (except ing now and then 

coun tab i l i ty fo r the enforoennent o f the f o l l o w i n g j a short period <>t despondency.) the progress and 
sections f rom ar t ic le l ive of the act o! incorporation 
of V i r g i n i a city : Section thrte authorizes them to 
" regulate the parapet walls o f the city " Section 
th i r tyYcue empowers them " t o regulate tbe weight 
and q u a l i t y of bread sold or used in the city." SecY \ 
tion thirtyTtwo "to regulate the size of bricks to be \ 

development of our placer, gu l ch and lode mines, 
have been steady, heal thy and exci t in i r . A s the 
days rol led into months, and the months wheeled 
into years, and the years bu t few in number, wheu 
computed in to the aire o f our embryo commonY
weal th , many o f the o ld miners imagined that the 

sold or used in the c i t y . " T h e palpable neglect o f explorations for placer d igg ings had been complete. 

V A L E N T I N E ' S D A Y . — T o T d a y is sacred 
to St. Valentine, the spiri t o f that defunct gentleman, 
be ing presumed to preside over the destinies of 
lovers. Whether he was the in te l l igent and observY
i n g i n d i v i d u a l whose devot ion to love and orni Y
tho logy has g iven us the in fo rmat ion that on this 
day the feathered choristers in the great cathedral 
of nature, select their companions for the summer 
duets, we are not prepared to state. I n fac t we 
have our doubts on the subject of b i rd Yma t in g on 

"h '^ro 'rmer^ronZunced j
 , h i * < U T / ' ft.W ^iT **** ™ ** 

a iie. a f te r Renos had made • * M r t h w " f . • « » h v ! « » d love m a k i n g out door . 
compara t ive ly pleasant, bu t i f the b i r d Governor 
pro trm(f) d i d not convene an ex t ra session of the 
Legis la ture to al ter the day o f (s)election. be was 
ve ry derel ic t o f his d u t y . W e th ink he d i d . I t is 
no th ing uncommon to see a single swa l low among 
a lot of gul ls , and a pair o f guineas or cades sel 

phys ica l a b i l i t y , w h i l e Miles was a y o u n g person 
of less than o rd ina ry size and stature : that Mi les , 
grasped h i . weapon for tbe purpose o f de fend ing ^ m , , O I " e « « * « * e r ™}}l*tt*t?t? ^ b T , » r J ' ; , I n 

Y ^ ! n „ ^ in t» r . " ashington, at least, ( t ak ing the Gazette for authorY
i t y , w h i c h is thought to be posted, where there is a 
nest to feather.) the cormorants, magpies and v u l 

himself, when a t h i r d par ty named Bradford , inter 
fered and a t tempted to wrest the weapon f r o m the 
possession o f Miles ; tba t a s t ruggle ensued, d u r i n g 
w h i c h t w o shots were discharged, and L i t t l e , who 
was s tanding about fifteen feet to the right o f Miles, 
was wounded ; that L i t t l e bad recovered f r o m his 
wounds, a l though the government d i d not see fit to 
summon h i m to be present as a witness ; tbat L i t t l e 
and Miles had been friends, and that tbe 
shooting o f the former was unintent ional ; that 
Bradb r d struck tbe prisoner twice , and Renus t r ied 
to assault h i m af ter he had been disarmed, bu t was 
prevented by M r . Horner ; that Miles d isc la imed a t 
the conclusion o f the aft ray any intention o f k i l l i n g . 
Mr . W o r d , Prosecuting at torney, was assisted b y 
Mr. J . S. Slater, and the defense conducted b y Col. 

tures never can be mated for robin or raven. W e 
qua i l before the a t tempt to continue t h * argument , 
and g ive i t up. Custom makes law, l a w is justice, 
jus t ice is right. T h e o ld writers refer to the m a t i n g 
of birds, and tbe w r i t i n g of sonnets on this day , and 
Shakspeare puts into Ophelia 's mou th tbe song, 

" Good morningY, 'tis Saint Valentine's day 
A l l i n the morn ing bet i me. 

A n d I am a maid at y o u r w i n d o w 
T o be y o u r Valen t ine ." 

V O T E O K T H A N K S . — A t a late nieeuui^ 
of the Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company, a t 

T h o r o n g h m a n and Capt . H e n r y N . Blake . T h e j w h i c h i t was decided to h a r e a procession and ba l l 
• n Washington ' s b i r thday , the C i t y Counci l ten 

dered them a band of music for the occason. T h e 
f o l l o w i n g resolution expressive o f their appreciaY
t ion o f the favor was d ra f ted b y the commit tee and 
passed unanimously : " A t a regular meeting o f 
Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company, held at its 
rooms on the evening o f tbe 11th inst.. i t was reY

t r i a l was conducted w i t h s ignal a b i l i t y , on bo th 
sides, and the Court room was densly c rowded f ro m 
his t to last. Capt. Blake made his debu t in our 
Courts on this case, and his a rgument was characY
terised b y one of our ablest jur is ts , as the moat log i Y
cal , and best legal argument offered to a j u r y i n 
V i r g i n i a for t w o years. Judge Hosmer gave a 
br ief and i m p a r t i a l charge to the j u r y , who af te r a i *olved unanimously tbat the thanks o f the members 
b r ie f absence, re turned to the Cour t room, and deY be tendered to tbe honorable Counci l o f V i r g i n i a 
i .vered a verd ic t o f " N o t G u i l t y . " ' C i t y for its munif icence in dona t ing us music, etc.. 

| for tbe occasion o f our anuiversary ba l l aud parade 
T H E Y E L L O W S T O N E M O U N T A I N S . — I n j on the *£M inst. w>, the commit tee appointed for 

our last issue we noticed the deep snow on the that purpose, do hereby express our sincere thanks 
range between the G a l l a t i n and Yel lowstone. W e j to the said honorable Counci l for the m a n y k i n d Y
have since received informat ion o f exposure and nesses shown our e o m i w u y . " (Signed.) 8. ConY
luss o f l i f e in tha t loca l i ty . A man started f r o m | tent, c h a i r m a n ; Ju l ius Hedge, M . Sichiel . 
Yel lowstone w ' t h an ox team, and reaching the '. 
s u m m i t became hopelessly i n v o l v e d in the deep F l H K M K N S B A L L A N D l ' A R A D K . — T h e 
dr i f t s . A f t e r numerous at tempts to get t h rough he 1 Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company, at a meet ing 
concluded to abandon the wagon, aad t u r n i n g tbe ou Monday evening, decided to parade oa the 39d. 
cat t le loose, wrote ami l e f t a note oa the wagon and have a g rand hop at the Counci l Chamber i n 
stat ing tbat he had started to reach a cabin some the evening. T h e enmpauy is some fifty strong, 
t w o miles distant. Ano the r pa r ty c o m i n g t h roug h and w i l l no doubt make a fine d i sp lay . T h e i r 
af ter h i m had also to abandon thei r wagon, and | "masheen" is beiag repainted and prepared for the 
w h i l e m a k i n g their w a y a long the road discovered j occasion, and the members are enter ing in to tbe 
hia wagon almost bur i ed in the d r i f t . O n finding proceedings w i t h a spir i t that insures success, 
the note they started ia search o f h i m , supposing he J Comprised o f the leading men o f the c i t y , wea l thy , 
nad perished. F o l l o w i n g his t r a i l as w e l l as they reliable, and o f h i g h social position, they have 
were able, they found that he had become bewi l Y j w i t h i n themselves the elements o f success, aod our 
dered and t raveled a round and around wi thou t maY j ant icipat ions w i l l meet w i t h a serious disappointY
i n g any progress toward tbe cabin . T b e t r a i l fiY j inent i f the i r ba l l is not, par excellence, the largest 
na l ly ceased in an immense d r i f t , where b u r r o w i n g j and most festive of the season, 
in, they discovered h tm ro l led np ia a pai r o f blan 

P E O P L E ' S T H K A T K H . — T h e favorites 
are back on the boards once more, and offer a 
splendid entertainment for this evening T h e exY
travaganza o f tbe 1Yady of Lions is enough in i tse l f 
to c r o w d tbe bouse. G o and bear Ned. B i l l y , and 
t he irrepressible Joseph, discourse on Nevada . W e 
neglected to state p iev ious ly , that f ron t seats are 

set*, on ly s l i g h t l y frozen, but u t t e r ly discouraged 
and pa t ien t ly a w a i t i n g death. H e had been ia the 
d r i f t t h i r t y Y t w o hours when they found h i m . T h e 
par ty succeeded in reaching the va l i e y in safety. 
About the same t ime one o f a pa r ty o f trapper* or 
shinglemaker* who occupy the cabin a l luded to, 
started out on a bunt i t is suppeaed, and not re turn 

.ng as expected. his companions went in search of ; ^rV^'Vor"ladies and gent lemen accompanying 
h i m . H e was found in the snow frozen to death. | m ? m I b sy are assured that the performance , are 
*fy*e were unable to ascertain the names of the par C l ) n U l l c t e U w | t h t b ( , l l ? m ^ t p ropr ie ty , and tha t no 

' m ' d isorder ly conduct w i l l be permi t ted to mar the enY
D o Y O U N O T K ' K T H E M ? — I n these days I j oy inen t of the ac t ing . 

5rySL3n^^ 1 " ' " T K i t T C o i R T T S i n c e t h . terminaT
. f the b e l i e * era are turned t o w a r d Mecca—although ! t i o n o f the Miles case, this court has been engaged 
we are sorry v e r y few of the owners of the optica « , n *»n actum to recover one hundred and s ix ty acres 

the c i t y fathers to g i v e due at tent ion to these mat 
ters is too evident to requir* comment. T h e c i t y has 
not a single w a l l , except the "S tonewal l . " and a 
pair o pet wal ls i» much needed. This assertion is 
wal l Yun ta ry . Section thir tyYone is naiiiy neglected, 
and as sure as the sun rises in the east, our people 
w i l l never be wel l Ybred whi l e dou j r l i faces need a 
s i f t i ng on th.s f l owery subject. Last , but, " o h . ye 
gods and l i t t l e fishes." not least, t h ink o f the bricks. 
Kxamine the size o f them, ( look in your hats) and 
see the v a r i e t y — f r o m the d i m i n u t i v e specimens, 
resembling tbe golden blocks that ornament the 
showYcases of our bankers, anil g ive the hat a j a u n t \ . 
saucy, peerless set. to those huge specimens wh ich 
bear no proport ion to the size o f the hat. weigh 
heav i ly upon the m i n d and tumble tbe unfortunate 
carrier into the gutters and sinks o t—in iqu i t y . You 
have noth ing to do w i t h the •Grecian b r icks , " se 
e loquent ly a l luded to b y the Gazette, as that was 
mere ly a local h i t intended to smooth up the coo» 
e lud ing s t ra in . 

C A Y A N A U G B I N C o L O S A D O . — I n a n s w e r 
to numerous inquiries, we g ive the f o l l o w i n g f ig Y
ures w h i c h Yore taken f rom Greeley's A l m a n ac for 
]f<K> -. " A t the election wh ich was held in Colorado 
in 1«>4. for the purpose o f choosing a delegate to 
Congress, Chi lcot t , Republ ican, received 3.104 
votes; Beldeu, Democrat . 2,119 votes ; J . M . CavY
anaugh. Independent—now of Helena, Montana— 
1.HD6 votes." I t w i l l be perceived that the comY
Lined vote o f Bclden and Cavanaugh exceeded 
that o f Chi lco t t 711 votes. T h e action o f CavaY
naugh secured the election of a radical Republican 
to Congress. T h e Democrat ic press o f Colorado, 
d u r i n g the animated canvass, denounced CavaY
naugh and declared that Belden, the regular 
Democrat , w o u l d have been elected i f Cavanaugh 
had acquiesced in the nominat ion. ' So we go." 
Our readers, who read the eulogies pronounced by 
M r . C. upon Lee, Stonewall Jackson and others in 
Helena, w i l l lie surprised to learn that the same 
gentleman made speeches in support o f the other 
side in Denver, Colorado. He indorsed the MVanV 
mation of emancipation, w h i c h was issued b y the 
lamented L inco ln , and declared that i t w o u l d l ive 
in history as one o f the most glorious deed* He 
was ex t remely anxious to become the Colonel of 
the T h i r d Colorado Volunteers, and stated that he 
"wished to spue out o f h i m a l l the Democrat ic 
blood that f lowed in his veins ." W e have learned 
these facts f r o m the most rel iable sources. 

H I G H L Y I N T K U K S T I N G . — I n the dark 
aires, when huge, knot ted sinews and muscles of 
steel were admired b y men and adored b y women, 
when round bullet heads and th i ck bu l lock necks 
were the shapes tha t won. the amphitheater where 
gladiators ming led the rich crimson tide that came 
fresh f r o m their heroic hearts w i t h the purp le tide 
that ebbed f r o m the gap in g wounds o f the monarch 
of the jungles o f Bengal aud the majestic kings o f 
the Nubian desert was the resort o f Roman SenaY
tors and t i t l ed dames. I n this degenerate age opeY
rations o f this k ind have assumed a more speculaY
t ive character. T h e " t i g e r " is on ly symbolised and 
the emasculated heroes o f '67 may meet and conY
quer h i m upon a green baize arena, and misg le 
their "c la re t " w i t h that o f his keeper, in perfect 
safety. For a few weeks the "sports" have l>een i l l 
alieyanee, for " N o . H f was closed, but in anticipaY
t ion of the rush and roar of the pol i t ica l whirl |»ool 
whose vor tex w i l l be on ly a few yards south. Jerry 
has again opened up his famous resort for those 
who w o u l d d rown their sorrows in the flowing 
b o w l , a m i opened his IMIX of pasteboard tun to cheer 
their exhausted energies. No . 10 has been refitted 
in magnif icen t style, and the choicest l iquors and 
finest cigars are stored w i t h i n that " b i ' o u " o f a bar. 
T h e establishment opens this morn ing , and th i rs ty 
souls can find w i t h i n the cup that cheers—and uoth 
inebriate. 

L O. 0L F . — T h e L O. O. F . of V i r g i n i a 
C i t y , M . T . . have passed tbe f o l l o w i n g resolutions, 
to be fo rwarded to the relatives o f their deceased 
brother, H e n r i Burheinne, who departed this life on 
January 31st, 186?: 

Whereas, i t has pleased the H i g l . .,nd M i g . i t y 
Ru le r of the universe to take f r om our mid*? by a 
M # M and unexpected message, brother Henri 
Burheinne, to his lodge on h igh , and. 

Whereas, the sudden death o f our brother has 
caused deep g r i e f in the hearts o f his brother Odd 
Fel lows, as w e l l as those o f his numerous friends 
and acquaintances in V i r g i n i a C i t y and throughout 
the T e r r i t o r y , therefore be i t 

Resolved. T h a t we as brother Odd Fellows, 
deeply sympathize w i t h the relatives and fr iend* o f 
our deceased brother, w e l l k n o w i n g they have lost, 
b y a dispensation of D i v i n e Providence, a k ind 
father, an affectionate husband and a w a r m fr iend. 

Resolved, T h a t these resolutions be published in 
the Montana P O S T and Montana lirmocrat. 

J . M c E v i l y , H . F . Smi th , M a r k B r o w n , ComY
mit tee . j l 4 t w Y S t 

N E W D B Y (JOOOM S T O K K . — T h e store 
room recently occupied b y H e l l m a n Sc. Company 
has been fi'ted up in a ve ry neat aud tasty manner 
b y Messrs. Poznainsky 6L Bro., who have brought 
their large and c a r e f u l l y selected stock o f dryY
good , f ro m Nevada to this place, and w i l l in the 
f u tu r e be pleased to see their friends at the l e w 
stand, one door above the F.l Sol B i l l i a r d H a l l . 
T h e i r stock is large and embrace* a l l goods in tkeir 
line, w h i c h tbey are prepared to sell at the most 
reasonable figures. T o those o f our readers who 
have any shopping to do in the d r y Y g o o d , line, we 
w o u l d say g ive the Poznainsky brothers a ca l l beY
fore purchasing elsewhere. T b e y are a c c o i i i m o T
da t ing and enterpris ing gentlemen, and w i l l be 
pleased to show their goods to a l l w h o may favor 
them w i t h a ca l l . 1 2 8 Y t w i w Y t f 

N E D W A R D ' S B E N K F I T . — N e r l W a r d , 
the universal favor i te , takes a benefit on Monday 
evening. E v e r y b o d y knows tbat he is a whole 
show himself , and i f be w o u ld advert ize a singleY
handed performance w o u l d d raw a f u l l house. Neil, 
however, has too many fr iends who are " u p " in the 
show business to do that at present, and a good 
sized br igade of volunteers w i l l add to tbe attracY
t i o n , o f bis benefit b i l l . W e wanted to g i v e him a 
p u f f for tbe occasion, bu t Ned said : " I t a in ' t wor th 
w h i l e ; t h e y ' l l a l l be there any h o w . " A n d so they 
w i l l . O n l y one w o r d . Oo ear ly i f y o u want a 
seat. 

P O L I T I C I A N S . — W e would resjx*rtfully 
ca l l nt tention to the i tem "Correct ion," in the HeleY
na locals. W e "render unto Caesar," etc. and 
w i l l i n g l y accord to General Meagher the credit o f 

a m i that but a few fami l i a r gulchc* cou ld be made 
to pay. T h i s belief existed t o some extent up t o 
last au tumn. For this reason many were at tacked 
w i t h the " m a c k i n aw fever . " and to a superficial 
observer ap|>earanres indicated a d u l l seasou in 'l>7, 
the fact be ing made s t i l l more apparent b y the deY
plet ion, w h i c h seemed almost Complete, as one boat 
load af ter another lef t for " d o w n the r ive r . " W e 
were, however, s tart led one day b y the reported 
discovery o f a rich and extensive g u l c h near the 
head waters o f the Pipestone, ami before many 
hours elapsed hundreds were on their w a y thi ther . 
I t was pronounced by many t o be a humbug , wh i l e 
others visi ted it before dec id ing . Months have 
elapsed, and conclusive proofs have been obtained 
of its richness, and toYday. H i g h l a n d g u l c h w i t h a l l 
its snow and iceYclad peaks has a character for 
richness and permanence w e l l w o r t hy the miner's 
consideration. Lost Horse f o l l o w e d closely upon 
the H i g h l a n d excitement, and hundreds thanked to 
that point, and a l though tbe winter storms stared 
them in the face, large numbers remained. T h e 
gu lch and v i c i n i t y is looked u | H i n as a r ich and exY
tensive section, a l l who have made examina t ion , 
speaking o f the newly discovered region in the 
highest terms. More recently, however, news of a 
more im|a>rtant discovery, and s t i l l r icher region of 
count ry than has been beard o f for a long t ime beY
came the theme of street and fireside ta lk , aud its 
richness has been conf i rmed b y responsible ]«arties 
who have made examinations for themselves, who*,, 
r e l i ab i l i t y may be counted I I | M > I I . F r o m f ive to 
twe lve cents to the pan have been got in E l Dorado 
H i l l . Calkin 's distr ict , as the new discovery is 
called, and wi thou t doubt it i . a r i ch min ing secY
tion, the d igg ings being extensive and the prosY
p e r ; s un i fo r m a l l th rough the di r t , which r . i T . _ . T
f r o m five to twe lve feet in depth . T h e dis t r ic t is 
located on the eastern bank of the Missouri r : \er . 
a lxmt four and oneYhalf miles below New Y o r k 
gu lch . A n extensive project is now on fYs>t to 
br ing the waters o f T r o u t creek on to the bar. T h e 
route has been surveyed, aud as ear ly as the g round 
w i l l pe rmi t the work w i l l commence. T h e parties 
interested in this under t ak ing are Jerome Calkins , 
Esq.. an o ld , ex|>erieuced. enterpris ing and pract i Y
cal California, aud Ar izona miner, a f te r w h .m the 
distr ict was named, and also Messrs. M c K n i g h t . 
Ames, K e m p and Cyrus . I t is estimated that the 
d i t ch w i l l cost some #.'10,UU0. W h e n completed 
t w o thousand miuers can work on the h i l l s w i t h 
ease, and next summer we may expect t o hear of 
large returns o f the precious metal , water aloue 
being needed to make for every c l a i m holder a forY
tune. I ' n l i k e Salmon r iver—to w h i c h we w i l l not 
ascribe the sentiment "distance lends enchantment 
to the v i e w , " as i t m i g h t appear sectional—it is near 
home, aud we feel constrained to admonish our 
fr iends to look w e l l to the r i ch discoveries in and 
around our val leys and hi l l s before invest ing in cayY
use flesh, r i cke ty wagons aud broken down homed 
stock w i t h w h i c h to encounter the swollen streams, 
rocky roads and engu lph iug m n d between here and 
the Salmon r iver or L e m h i c o u n t r y . 

( i o T N I P P K D . — M r . A . F a l l , a wel l 
knowu cit izen o f this c i ty , was robbed some t ime 
ago in Phi ladelphia , o f the sum o f #3 MM). T h e 
circumstances of the robbery, as deta i led in the 
Phi ladelphia correspondence o f the Notional Police 
Gazette, is the same old t h i n g . T h e "gen t l emanly ' ' 
stranger, whose suavi ty wins tbe heart o f the green 
one, tbe usual number o f cocktai ls to eemeut the 
sudden f r iendship fe l t for each other, the introducY
tion o f the gen t lemanly stranger's " f r i e n d , " together 
w i t h some more cocktai ls , the extreme interest they 
take in j o u r — p e c u n i a r y — w e l f a r e , ev inc ing as 
much solici tude about y o u r f inancia l a f f a i r , ns 
though tbey had " l o v e d y o u l i ke a brother" ever 
since y o u were able t o toddle, the inv i t a t ion to 
" s e e the sights ." the low doggery in some l « c k 
street where ' g reeny" is hustled around a l i t t l e , 
and awakens f r o m his d ream of enchantment to 
Mud that his dear " f r i ends" have sloped af ter havY
i n g "wen t t h r o u g h " h im to the tune ot a l l bis spare 
cash and 1Yxiae jewelry , is the usual story, and a p Y
pears in Mr . Fa l l ' s case to have been emiuen t ly 
succeasful. 

N E W A S S A Y O F K U K . — M e s s r s . Hohm& 
Mol l i to r , the w e l l k n o w n assayers o f Salt Lake 
C i t y , have bought the b u i l d i n g on Main street hereY
tofore k n o w n as the Helena B o w l i n g A l l e y , wh ich 
they are now f i t t i n g up for the purpose of s tar t ing a 
branch of their business in this c i t y . T h e y w i l l be 
ready to commeuce operations some t ime in March . 
T h e office here w i l l l>e under tbe superintendence 
ot Mr . Mul l i to r . and i t is tbe intention of the f i r m to 
do a general melt inir . r e f i l l ing and a*sa\ ing bu»i 
nY

F O R M A L ARREST.—Constahh•Hereford 
o n last Thursday, forme I l y arrested Professor H o u ^ e 
and bis son, and placed a guard over them for safe 
keeping, un t i l such t ime as tbeir physicians should 
pronounce them out o f danger. I n regard t o their 
heal th, we understand tbat the Professor had conY
siderable fever on the day o f his arrest, and bis 
symptoms were not as favorable as tbey had been 
for some days previous ; his sou, however, is rapY
i d l y ge t t ing better. 

C L E A N Y C P . — H e n d r y ' s e i g h t e e n s tamp 
m i l l i n Gr i zz ly g u l c h cleaned up on last WednesY
day something over £5 .000 , f r om a six days ' run ou 
W h i t l a t c h L'nion rock. T h e y are a long w a y 
"af te r the banner." in Madison county as y e t ; and 
now that T u r n l e y ' s l i t t l e giant has got to runn ing 
again, they w i l l doubtless be ent i re ly distanced. 

S T A R T E D L ' P . — P r o f e s s o r Hodge's m i l l 
In Oro Ktuo gu lch , . n i l Jndge T n r n t e y ' s m i l l i u 
G r i z z l y gu l ch , have again commenced operations. 
T h e former on la.t Wednesday and the lat ter J I I 
Thur sday last. 

N E W S E C R E T A R Y . — T h e n T i s a jnTtition 
c i rcu la t ing around town for the appointment o f A . 
H . Barrett as Secretary of our T e r r i t o r y . W e unY
derstand that it is signed by General Meagher, and 
a l l the leading Democrats o f tbe c i t y . 

F r o m Thurtday t Tri-Weekly. 

D E M O C R A T I C I » O V K F K A S T . — A meet ing 
of the Democracy was held in tbe thca ' r e b u i l d i n g . 
W o o d street, under the auspices o f the Young Men's 
Democratic Crub o f this c i t y , on last Sa turday 
eveninir. for the purixise o f bear ing an address f r o m 
B s c Meagher. Some d i s appo i n t men t was fel t by 
those present when i t was announced tbat o w i n g t o 
an accident w h i c h had befal len h i . Exce l l ency , b y 
w h i c h be severely i n j u r e d his t h i g h , he w o u l d be 
unable to personally appear before them. Fo r tbe 
lack o f personal attendance the Governor sent in a 

tleman's e f f o r t , we cannot speak b y the card . A f t e r C O R R E C T I O N . — T h e r u m o r s v r h i r f , 
ge t t ing warmed w i t h his snbject he s t ruck out after „ n o a t w i t h reference to the extraordinary sessi„n „ 
the irrepressible negro, (who . b y tbe way , appears t i „ . Laghlhlfsire, w h i c h state that it win i e r i , . 
to t rouble the Democracy much more then he does f ( > r o t h e r objects than tha t for which it t a n M | 1 ( J ' 
the Republicans) . We fe'lt the uecessity of ad journY f „ provide for an election a f Magat. n r i g r ( s 

i n g from ' laborU> refreshment." and when we reY l i r p „ n f o u „ d e d . . S u c l ^ win 
turned he was w i n d i n g u p an exord ium onthe A m e r i Y
can c i t i zen , o f A f r i c a n descent, wherein be sai.t: 
•We have n igger for breakfast .oi j rger for dinner and 

n i g g e r for supper; n igger roa. ted. boi led, fri<5*ased. 

are authorized b y Governor Meagher to i 
no other business w i l l come before that bo 
such as w i l l tend to faci l i ta te the accorn 
nf tbe end in v i e w . Should they, h< 

f r i ed and scol loped," and i f he was not t roubled „ ,ie*ire , „ br ini r forw ard o th . r 1 
w i t h the n ightmare a f te r tbat dose. h i . d igest ive orY
gans most cer ta in lv he in a r o o d state o f preservaY
t ion . A f t e r the conclusion o f C a v a n a u g h ' . speech, 
the house g r a d u a l l y thinned, and when Petnbcrton 
wound up, what few were l e f t ad journed . 

f j o N E . — M r . W a r r e n W h i t c h e r , A . J . 
Ol ive r St Co.'s general superintendent, a f ter sojourY

•t t ime among h i . f r i e n d , in this c i t y , took 

er otiis. n s i s «»e m i n i mreuuou. iy i t p j H ^ , j i 
I ; and. i f necessary, the Ooveroor w i l l make *. ' 

o f the veto power. 

other b i l l s , i t w i l l be most s t rcnuou. lv 
h tm ; 
uYe o f the veto po» 

E N G R A V I N G . — M r . Henry C. Y< 
engraver a t L e w i s Sc. Hale's, is at present i 
u p some o f the finest specimen. <>f engravi 
have seen in the T e r r i t o r y . Nothing come* 
to h i m ; f ro m the finest specimens o f n ing a short t ime among inn •• . Y

his departure for the Hlackfoot and H e l l Gate regions | p i e " to that o f a " for ty Y l ine pica " , Y u . 
oa last F r iday morn ing . Mr . W . since he has been equa l ly at home, 
in the employ o f O l i v e r & Co.. has. b y bis gen ia l | " 
manners and 'gent lemanly deportment, won for h i m Y 1 ' H Y t s I C . — » e Call attention t o t in 
self a host o f friends, who w i l l no doubt, be pleased i c a r d o f D r . . Reins At Aitchison. to !>,. f . H i n 1 , n „ 
t o learn o f his recent luck , as he is now enabled to i M U e . These gentlemen have few sapsikas at 
put P . M . a f t e r his name, be h a v i n g been la te ly . physicians and surgeons in the Terr i tory . .T 

ib le | K * i t i o n o f Post Master j vvould advise those who are troubled wi th anv ... 
he i l l s w h i c h flesh is heir to, to ( t i l l on ttien, 

i l l I 1 i t L I S T . 

Let ters r ema in ing uncla imed in the Q* , 
Y i r g i n i a C i t y . Montana Te r r i t o ry , Feb. 1.",. i ^ 

T o obtain these letters the applicant must call >« 
'advert ised letters." g i v e the date of this li»V 

A r n o l d Miss K 

Bock J D 
l i ro .ke E G 
Br i j rgs A i r 
B u r k e John 

A t k i n s L e v i 

• 

appointed to the respon. 
in the flourishing c i t y o f New York, Meagher conn 
t y . L o n g may he wa ive . 

T O W N B E L T , . — O u r c i t izens w i l l next 
summer be enabled to l uxu r i a t e in the " d i n g Y d o n g " 
of the be l l .—or rather a be l l . We learn f r o m ProY ; 
fessor Campbe l l that the requisite amount has j 
been subscribed, and pa id in , and that Capta in 
Parkinson ha* promised to b r i n g the h ighY toned a r > ; 
rangement to this c i t y free o f charge. T h e l i e l l is 
la be pub l ic proper ty , aud w i l l be used fo r f i r e Y
alarms. F o u r t h o f J u l y s , and also to enable the 
b u l k o f our citizens to kno w when the g r u b pi le is 
ready. 

I M P R O V E M E N T . — T h e block o f f rame Dachelor Mrs A J Barker Jas 
b u i l d i n g , below K i n g St Gil let te 's oa Main street, < 1 

has been raised, and the s idewalk placed ou the 
same grade a . that in f ront o f the former gentleY
man's grani te b lock. This i . a decided improveY
ment, but there is room for some more o f tbe same 
sort. I t somewhat resembles the cont inual r u n n i n g I 
up and d o wn stairs, when y o u undertake to t r ave l \ Carnahan J H 
anv distance t h roug h our streets. Chapman B 

* l Chestnut W 
P A R D O N . — S ince h is a r r i v a l in t h i s c i t r , i C l r a s i W 

the A c t i n g Governor has seen fit to gran t a pardon Cole H W 
to Charles L e w i s alia* " S y k e s y . " who i t w i l l be I Corine 8 H 
remembered b y our readers, was convic ted at tbe | Crest ley E R 
last t e rm of the Dis t r i c t Court o f the c r ime o f dealY
i n g " three card montee," and sentenced b y Judge 
W i l l i s t o n to the f u l l extent o f the l u w . 

Belles A.mil';, 
Kouirer A .1 
Drown W I ; 
Draf t D D 

Crisp \ V M 

Davis John W 
D r a k e J M 

Eaton K S 
E l l i s W S 

F a r r e l l T h o « 
F i t c h H M 
F l a h e r t y John 

Gaseine L 
G e n t r y Bart 
G o d f r e y L D 

H a m i l t o n Jas 
H i l d r e t h Jas 

H o w e Miss M .1 
Hutch inson D 

I n wood Isaac 
Justus Morgau 

• 
Kune H i r a m 
K u r t z S F 

• 
Lenhar t Geo 
L o c k r i d g e J G 

» I 
M c D e r m o t t M i s . J M c G u i r e E d 

K a u f m a n M 
Keerk indo l t T 

L e b m a n n Chr 
L o w e W i n H 

M c l n t i r e Geo 
M c N u ( l o p J A 
McRea R 
M a t t h e w . W L 
M t l l e r Jos 

A N I C E P R E S E N T . — M r . CJreenhood inT
forms us of the a r r i v a l o f t w o fire t rumpets , as a preY
sent f r o m the l ' n i o n Fire Insurance Company! ° ? 
San Francisco, to the Helena F i r e DejiarTment. 
The re w i l l doubtless be a pub l i c presentation, when 
we w i l l be enabled to g ive an extended descr ip t ion. 

C H A N G E O K B A S K . — M r . LfML Robinson . 
fo rmer ly o f the Tremont House, w i l l hereafter be 
found dispensing " flooid," sustenance behind the 
bar of John Ming ' s Occidental B i l l i a r d H a l l , where 
it w i l l g r a t i f y h i m exceed ing ly to greet his numerY
ous fr iends. 

From Saturday's Tri- Weekly. 

P E O P L E ' S M E E T I N G . — T h e r e w a s a 
large attendance o f our citizens and business men, 
a t tbe U . S. cour t room on last Monday evening, 
pursuant to a ca l l i n the last Herald, to take into ! Housmnn I I 
consideration the propr ie ty o f r egu la t ing the price 
of the various grades o f g o l d dust On motion o f 
Mr. K i n g . Mr . H . R . Comely was exi led to the 
chair and M r . E d . Sparks was elected secretary. 
On t a k i n g the chai r Mr . Comely stated that he d i d 
not know b y whose au tho r i ty the meet ing had been 
called, nor e x a c t l y what the objects were to be 
considered, an i l hoped tbat gentlemen who were 
conversant w i t h the matter w o u l d come f o r w a r d 
and g ive their views on the subject, t i e n . D o r r i . 
was the first cal led upon, and stated that he bad 
not s i r e n the matter that consideration it was entiY
t l ed to, but was convinced that something ought to 
be done t oward r egu la t ing the price of dust, and 
Imped that some one who knew o f the ca l l before he 
d i d w o u l d come f o r w a r d and enl ighten the assemY
b l y . Mr . K i n g , o f the firm o f K i n g St Gi l le t te , was 
next ca l led out. and stated his v iews at length , 
u r g i n g tbe propr ie ty o f agreeing on some def ini te 
basis o f action, a . the manner in w h i c h business 
was done at present was a l i ke p re jud i c i a l to the in Y
terests o f a l l . Mr . Stephenson, of M u r p h y St StephY
enson, next took the floor and i n a clear and perY
spicuous manner stated the necessary action to be 
taken in order to achieve the end in v iew. H e 
said it was useless for one portion o f the communi Y
t y to act in the mat te r ; that unless a l l—the miner, 
the merchant, the banker, i n fact, every one who 
w o u l d be af iccf i Yd by the change—took part in the 
discussion, and showed a desire to do the f a i r ' h i n g 
between man and man, if w o u l d be impossible t o 
br ing the mat ter to a successful terminat ion, and 
moved the appointment o f a committee to deterY
mine the re la t ive va lue of the d i f fe ren t grades o f 
g o l d dust . A f t e r various motions and desultory 
proceeding., they f i n a l l y established the number o f 
the commit tee at ten—five to represent the merY
chants, five the miners—with ins t ruc t ion , to report 
a t an ad journed meeting on next Monday evening, 
the lHth iustant. W e hope that at the next meet ing 
a l l who feel an interest in the matter w i l l par t ic i Y
pate in the proceedings. At the above meet ing 
there was evinced a desire by tome to either depreY
cate the proceedings ent i re ly , or else create such 
confusion that i t w o u l d be impossible to come to 
any conclusion whatever . I t is our earnest wish 
that no such demonstrations w i l l characterize the 
meeting on Monday next, for it must be obvious to 
a l l that a final settlement o f this question w i l l work 
inca lculable good to every one in our c o m m u n i t y . I n 
t h i . connec t ion i t m a y not be impol i t i c in ns to g i v e 
the f o l l o w i n g statement o f the value o f g o l d dust per 
ounce o f some o f our surrouuding gulches. I t h a . 
been k i n d l y furn ished to us b y Professor Charles 
K u m l e y o f this c i t y , and i * the result o f carefu l a n d 
elaborate assays made by that gent leman d u r i n g 
the past season : Nelson g u l c h t l H 74; Last Chance 
HH.7'1; Oro F i n o #19 o5; B i l k g u l c h t l » . 3 . ' ; Bear 
Creek I M . 1 4 . Whe the r a l l o f the dust eomiug 
f r o m the above gnlches w i l l average the foregoing 
figares is. no doubt , questionable ; that they are the 
va lue o f the assays, i t is sufficient for u . t o say that 
the character o f tbe gent leman m a k i n g them is a 
sufficient guarantee, and puts the matter beyond 
dispute . 

T H E U . L . A . — T h e Gazette of last 
week h a . taken occasion to revert to an i tem wh ich 
appeared a short t i m e since i n t h i . co lumt i , i n 
which i t was stated that they appeared somewhat 
*' exe rc i . ed " over tbe establishment of a counci l 
o f t h e above organizat ion. We w o u l d state to tbe M i l n e r M i s . A n n E , 111 
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Let ters addressed as fo l lows are he ld at t h i . office 
for unpa id postage. T h e wri ters can have them 
fo rwarded b y p a y i n g the same, and two cents tis 
adver t i s ing . 

Alder*on K i c h d , Ca l 
Bow Lawrence , Conn 
Edwards Mrs M K. Pa 
French Hon B B , D C 
L e a i d L . Cash Y a l l e y 

good intentions. I t is not bis f a u l t that a certain j let ter of condolence ami sympa thy to tbe unterr i f ied 
unmentionable loca l i ty is said to be paved w i t h the ) { n w h i c h he took occasion to revert to his o f t reY
same mater ial , bu t we cannot see the potency o f | peated assertion that he was a democrat , i n fact , 
the veto power in the emergency. Fire and water j that he was so imbued w i t h the democracy that the 
are good servant., when under control , bu t ouce | odds were l a rge ly in favor ot his u l t i m a t e ^ ascend 
masters, they ca r ry destruction aud disaster in their 
embrace. Vv> shal l see whether the L e g i s l a t i v e 
w i l l be servants or masters. 

i n g to g lo ry , s t i l l firm in that f a i t h w h i c h was in 
h im ; the letter w i n d i n g up w i t h the t r ibu te to MonY
tana, in w h i c h s h e is cal led tbe " Switzerland ef 

I A m e r i c a . " where the oppressed (democra ts ' ) o f the 
j su r rounding States and Terr i tor ies can enjoy that 

l i be r ty , and the emoluments o f oflice together w i t h 
the l i t t l e eccentricities so a f f e c t i n g ly a l l uded to by 

I Pastor Nasby, un in te r rup ted ly . A f t e r the reading 
| of the letter, loud cal ls were made for Cavanaugh. 
| who was at l ength preva i led upon to ascend the 
i p l a t f o r m. On his a p p e a r a n c e the gent leman e n t e r 
| e d a modest disclaimer w i t h reference to his abil i t ies . 
I as compared w i t h the letter read f r o m the Governor, 
j when he s h o o k h imself together and went in on his 

shape. A f t e r t h r o w i n g hot shot in to the organizaY
. , „ . . . . | t ion known a . the L*. L . A . and i re t t ing of f a j o k e 
v U A N O K OK V K N C K — I t I S reported on K ; * k . o f the Herald, i n connection t h e r e w i t h ' be 

good au thor i ty tnat the t r ia l of Cro V » o r H.s lge I proceedY.! to tbe discussion of the state of the c a m 

P K O C L K ' S T H E A T E R . — A n o t h e r fjfjood 
b i l l is ottered for this evening at the above place. 
Choice songs and dances w i l l be presented, and tor 
the first t ime, the laughable farce o f the Black StaY
tue. T b e company are r ap id ly i m p r o v i n g , and the 
house is f u l l to o v e r f l o w i n g every evening. T h e 
attendance o f ladies is increasing, and eve ry th ing 
is conducted iu a becoming manner. Miss Cavens' 
Kathleen Mavourneen on T h u r s d a y evening was 
the best effor t sbe has made, and N e d W a r d added 
fresh laurels to his b row in bis iYerformaYe 

£ k e r s ^ n ° t b e ' A C C I D E N T . — J o h n S i m m o n a of G r a n t 
• pocket dieY county Wisconsin, w h i l e w o r k i n g in the d r i f t on 
»r w i t h g i l t I c l a i m No. ."i below discovery, yesterday morn ing . 
'. 1 • ' hud his r i i rh t h l n dislocated by 4he e a r i n g o f tbe tvanced. a n d 

money fr»r t rave 
caut iously wber 
socket ; inuuir ie 
lionartes and f i 

ila^sapff)^Sm^^^wT^'mmmmimm^i I **** £ C * " * ^ T u d p u t t h , ! 'TSSSL 
• MTai - - apoken o f as to " T o L e t Y a f te r the >" P ™ ^ ! ^ .

 T

f

b * J n J 1 ' " ^ , n ' » ° w * » g e t t i ng iSSSZ and aThousand and one other suggest ive eJeag e u w f c r t a b l y at last snrsuala, 
n parat .. . Y are noticeable among those w h o «XY j 

pect the dear people w i l l r a l l y a round them in the j T R A N S P O S I N G . — T h e Gazette adds to 

in this burgh on Valentine's day was considerably j cent " d i f 
increased by a f i re w h i c h broke out in Conway's the speak 

ensuing elect ion and g ive them such a m a j o r i t y as j the ac t i ng Governor 's proclamat ion S K L A . and tlte 
never before waa cast in favor o f a g i f t e d and eloY i Jtrmocrat calls h i m Governor Meagher. 
onent csasditate. A t tbe l a t e s t s u m m i n g up there I l i ke a s A U f on the port o f tbe M a j 
were t w e a t y Y a r a candidates in the held who each our S K A L to the at " \e and w i l l 

ne o f snecese. beside an innumerable j hand .—when he is delegate. 
. riders, who have not decided. W%J 
j D the nex t t w o or three month* there , 
free w h i s k y , aod e v e n t u a l l y snore die 

i i f f i c u l t y " — t h e revol t in heaven—and that 
by a fire w h i c h broke out in Conway's I the speaker had tbe good j u d g m e n t to omi t . I n 

store about 10 a. m . A port ion o f the roof eight . the course o f his remarks the gent leman pa id eloY
feet b y three, was consumed, af ter which one of the | qnent tr ibutes to Oeneral Lee. Stonewal l Jackson, 
••prompt and efficient firemen" emptied a p..:I • t I r'.« k T a y lor. and the rank and file o f their armies, 
sw i l l on the devour ing element and "doused the 1 w hich was l oud ly applauded, aa also to the rank 
g l i m " in short order. '• and file o f the federal a r m y , wh ich was not so loud ly 

1 applauded; bu t o f the b r i l l i an t ar ray o f tbe Union 
A D M I T T E D . — O n motion of C o l . T h o r T I Oenerals who fough t for the preservation o f the ReY

oughman, W . I . Marsha l l . Esq., was on the f>th I puh l i c , he d i d not mention one. w i t h the exception 
ihat. admi t t ed te practise in a l l the Courts o f this I o f General Grant, and tbe r on l y in connection w i t h 
T e r r i t o r y . W e congratula te our f r i end M r . M . . oo • wha t tbe General is reported to have said w i t h reY
the event, and wish h i m a l l success in expounding fata.lies to the Dis t r ic t suff rage b i l l H e also 

expect ALES for"all 1 the laws, and a thousand years o f f a t fees before he I eulogized the Democracy—in w h i c h he said that 
' become* an eTY:>ound<.r ' a l l the par ty wanted was equal aud exact jus t ice to 

I <• •'. nen whether f r o m the north or tbe south, the 
U E M A R K A B L K . — P i c t u r e s of a l l k i n ds 

in the best styles o f the art, taken as w e l l in c loudy 
as in clear weather, at the Montana Pic ture GalY
l e ry . Jackson street. Go and have y o u r face taken 

T h i s looks 
W e have pat 

\f.- re sang^iio^ ^ ^ — T • TT— T —— T T T————.——T — . 
s>^sl o f r. .ne» rider* who have not decided. W a J _ . . . 
**** ^J'JlSLZ^rl^Z three m o n t h , there^ I N V I T A T I O N . Y W e are requested b y 
w i l l be more free w h i s k y , aad e v e n t u a l ly m««re disY the Commit tee ou I n v i t a t i o n to state, tbat a l l M a 
w ^ e ^ r e ' r o ^ r ^ T r o u u d the t omb of their de fuuc ' I tetd the ba l l to be g iven under the auspice, of the 
vnaocao crowa a n u , f r a t e r B U a t A d e l p h i H a l l Nevada, on the evening ' and send tt to y o u r f a m i l y and fr iends, to cherish 
"**P** < o f 1 t ) < © o j „ f F e b r u a r y T icke t s , fJ8, cur rency. 1 hope and strengthen fr iendship. 

M E T R O P O L I T A N T R O U P E . — T h « C o m . . . 
pany p layed to a large and enthusiast 

E f c f i ^ •••• > T T
evening Oa last Saturday eveniog they p l a y e d to t w o 

Ticke t s , fJ8, currenc;. 

L'opef' m i l l . Hot S p r i n g dis 
next performance j trie*, made a r u n o f four and aYbalf days on Galena ! per ounce 

' » reek, and deposited aa the pr 
aod threeYfour th ounces o f retort 

east or tbe w e , ? , which wc th ink mu*t h a v e been 
taken f r o m the Republ ican p la t fo rm, as tbat real ly 
comprises a l l that tbat |>arty.is f i g h t i n g for. »in the j 
whole, we censider his s]»eecb as a pre t ty fa i r b i d ' 
fo r the votes o f tbe t w o siiades o f Y pinion w h i c h at 
pre.ont comprise the Deui .xTai ic element in this 
Ter r i to ry—the o r ig ina l secessionists aod the north Y • 

M E X I C A N O N I O N S E E D — F i v e dol lars ( ern copperheads. Several speakers were cal led ! 
Seot b y m a i l on receipt o f a f l v e dol la r I upon, when Mr . Cavanaugh bad concluded, b u t M r . , 
Address Wi l l i a*a Urahaun. D r u g g i s t . ; *>* . Y . Pemberton appeared to be the on ly one who | 

Denver . Coloradv. # wY4t ; w o u l d accept the dist inguished honor. O f t b i s g e o 

gent lemen that we s t i l l labor under that delusion, P O Dept . D C 
( i f such i t can be cal led.) and cer ta in ly the t w o 
issues o f their paper since that i t em was penned (ro 
fa r towards corroborat ing the assertion then made. 
Tbe psper for the past t w o weeks has surfei ted its 
reader, w i t h a r t i c l e . o u the "1 ' iwlergro t ind League . ' 
as i t is pleased to te rm them, w h i c h has appeared 
both in what m a y be ca l led the " heavy ' ' co lumn . , 
and the sk i rmish line, and whether they g i v e the 
mat ter such prominence th rough motives o f personY
al fear or f r o m tbe effect i t m a y u l t i m a t e l y have on | 
thei r o w n organization, is immater ia l—the incontroY
vertable fact s t i l l remains that they do so. I n the I 
ar t i c le to w h i c h we refer, we th ink tbey t rave l o u t 
o f tbe leg i t imate l ine o f ' ' showimr up " the organY I 
./.ation when they broadly susert that they are preY 1 

pared to publ i sh the names of the members, as also ' 
a list o f the officer*, and we hereby c a l l for the proof j 
and dare them to do so. B y a l l mean., gent lemen, 
publ i sh i t . Should y o u do so, i t w i l l doubtless conY
tain the names o f men who have ever been found 
foremost in a l l that pertains to the jrood o f their counY
t r y , and who w i l l not blush to find the i r names i n 
connection w i t h tbe P . L . A . iu this T e r r i t o r y . 

F I B E D E P A R T M E N T M E E T I N G . — A t a 
meeting o f tbe Helena fire department held at CapY
i t o l H a l l on the evening of February 11, Ch ie f E n Y j 
icineer J u r g i u s in the chair , the f o l l o w i n g resolnY j 
tions were adopted : 

Resolved, Tha t the tiro commissioners be in Y j 
structed to d r a w up and present a pet i t ion a t the I 
coming session of tbe l eg i s l a tu re , p r a y i n g that m I 
charter m a y be granted to the department, an i l also I 
to empower the commissioners to aYYeY»» a u t on 
the proper tyYbolder , for its lienetit. 

Rftolred, That the commissioner.* !>• instructed • 
to set on foot a subscription, tbe proceeds to l ie used ! 
for the purpose o f d e f r a y i n g tbe expense* of a fire i 
pol ice and s u p p l y i n g tbenocessary apparatus to tbe , 
depar tment ; tbe subscriptions U> be kept up u n t i l 
the charter is granted by tbe Legislature . 

F I K K . — A n o t h e r of those a l a r m s w h i c h J 
make the ma jo r i t y o f our c i t i zen , t remble in the > 
lioots, oeearr«Yd on last Monday evening about halfY ! 
past e ight o 'clock, and was cer ta in ly one o f the j 
closest ca l l* wh ich our c i t y ha* x periencad. i 
T h e fire occurred in t l ie o ld b o w l i n g a l l e y on M a i n ' 
street, w h i c h is be ing f i t ted up by Messrs. IS «hm 
and M n l l i t o r for an assay office, bu t was discovered j 
i n t ime to prevent much damage be ing done. I t is 
presumed to have or ig ina ted f r o m sparks w h i c h j 
found their w a y th rough a p a r t l y open s k y Y l i g h t ' 
and a l igh ted «>n t l ie carpenters' shnvings wh ich 
strewed the floor Hook and ladder company No. I 1' 
4 were p r o m p t l y on tbe g round and rendered efl l Y »i 
c i eu taud we l l time*I a id in ext inguishingY tbe flames. | ***• 
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M V R R I B D . 

W O L K — F L B T C H K K . — O n Dec. 31. lc>*S. *« ff>** 
residence o f the bride's brother, by Kev. link'"1 

Duncan . Mr . I . M . W o l f to M i s . Chellie Fletcher, 
both o f S u m m i t . 

\ o t i o o . 

TH E stockholders o f tbe Ash land (Sold aud S:i 
ver M i n i n g Company are he ''1 ' l , a ' 

there w i l l be a meet ing o f the stockholder, at the 
off ice o f the Secretary o f . a id Company, at Virgin '* 
C i t y . Madison county , M . T . , for the pswpsse « 
disposing o f a par t t l ie Quar tz property belonging 
to the . a i d Company , and for other purposes, on 
Tuesday . A p r i l 30th. 1S07. 

H v order o f the resident T r . n t c * . 
W I L L I A M Y . L O V E D . Secretary. 

V i r g i n i a C i t y , Feb. 2, lSfi7. UMt 

ST R A Y E D f r o m m y care, wh i l e I 
_ thr . 

E f t - t r a y N o t i c e . 
ravelin* 

•ugh Madison V a l l e y , near Whi tney '* ranch, 
one Bay Mare Pony—no b r a n d . — w i t h bridle, sail 
d ie and lar ia t w i t h a brass r i n g in tlie end of tor 
same, and a knot on the r i g h t side of her face. A n ) 
i n fo rma t ion g i v e n me t h roug h the Vi rg in ia City 1 o»l 
Office, w i l l be «! i i tably rewarded. , , 

• l t l « W . M . CI*LA 

BK.'.. 
K * 1 r ; i > N o t i c e . 
S R A N C H , o n t b e 81 

lrttMi. CtMtie t o my l i a 19th. 
i veml 

rater 
, tbe 
i and 

U R A N O .Jl I t o l t s . — V V e > h a V H bMfsTl furT
nished th rough the kindness o f Mr . Charles Fou ler, 
c lerk o f the court, tbe f o l l ( , « i n s * p . t o f g rand ju ro rs 
i tnpanneled Tor the ensu'ng March t e rm »** the dis 
t r i e r court : J . M . V i v i o o , James Fergus. Thomas 
R i l e y , John Jones, W i l l i a m A . G ' « a s o n . John Som 

• take h i m a w a y . (122Y l t ) ' H . HRLYNPV. 

F O R » A J s B , 

OR T R A D E F O R S T O C K . 100 tons of kl»J 
one m i l e below Jeffersen b r i d g e 

erv i l l e , James H . Fierce, g leorge Reynolds, NichoY > w i sh ing to purchase or exchange Stock 1 
las Kessler, Thomas A . R a y . K r t n k Tay lo r , Jesse j to their advantage to g ive n e a ca l l at t 
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Ames. K . M . Sawyer , D . C. Corb in . w l 2 « Y 3 r j l 
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	   File	  attached	  with	  Lesson	   http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov	  	   http://mhs.mt.gov/education/cirgui
des/goldzhu.asp	  

http://www.hippocampus.org/US
%20History	  	  
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Extension Activities: Tong Hing’s Role in Helena’s Chinese Community 

Connecting the dots . . . What do we know and what can we know about the leaders of 
the Chinese community in Helena? 

• Given that there was considerable disagreement about the circumstances of Ah 
Chow’s shooting of John Bitzer, why did the Chinese merchants of Helena aid in 
the hunt for Ah Chow? 

• How large was the Chinese community at the time? 
• Research Chinese New Year. What is it? How important is it for the Chinese 

community? Was it celebrated in Helena, Montana? When was Chinese New 
Year in 1870? How does this connect to the Bitzer-Ah Chow incident? 

• Use the documents to build a hypothesis about Tong Hing’s role in the Chinese 
community. 

 

From Robert R. Swartout, Jr., 
“Kwangtung to Big Sky: The Chinese 
in Montana, 1864-1900.” Montana: 
The Magazine of Western History, Vol. 
38, No. 1 (Winter, 1988), 42-53. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocky Mountain Gazette, January 21 1870. 

“SEARCH FOR THE MURDERER,--Ever since the death of John R. Bitzer, who was shot on 
Saturday night last by the Chinaman, Ah Chow, a party have been searching their holes and dens 
for the murderer, to no purpose.  On Wednesday evening, we are informed, some of the principal 
Chinamen of the town held a meeting, and resolved to give their aid in securing the arrest of the 
murderer.  Chinese runners have been sent to the neighboring camps to look him up; but we 
would advise the friends of the deceased not to place their entire reliance in the proffered aid of 
the Mongolians, but at the same time to do all that they can to keep up the hunt and catch the 
murderer.  The sheriffs and officers of justice in other counties and contiguous States and 
Territories should be warned and no effort spared to effect the capture.” 

Helena Daily Herald, Jan. 
25 1870 
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Tong Hing’s Role Continued: 

Helena Weekly Herald, Feb. 15, 1872 Helena Weekly Herald, Jan. 21, 1875 

 

The five sources given in relation to Tong Hing may seem somewhat unrelated, but the 
historians’ task is to take disparate bits of information and to make sense of them using prior 
knowledge, contextual information, analysis, and synthesis. This is now your task. 

v Write a thesis making a strong assertion about Tong Hing’s role in Helena’s Chinese 
community and why he cooperated with the efforts to catch Ah Chow. 
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Extension Activity: The Woman in Question 
Connecting the dots . . . What do we know and what can we know about the woman in 
question and her relationship with Ah Chow? 

• What do we know and what can we know about the woman in question and her 
relationship with Ah Chow? 

• Helena’s Chinatown bordered the “red light” district. Was the woman in 
question a prostitute? What was her relationship to Bitzer? To Ah Chow? 

• Use the following documents to build a hypothesis about the woman in question. 

From Robert R. Swartout, Jr., “Kwangtung to Big Sky: The Chinese in Montana, 1864-1900.” 

 

The Montana Post, Feb. 16, 1867. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Broadwater County Pioneer Recalls Early-Day Hangings” Helena Daily News Inserts, 
Sept. 5, 1938 

Grim tales of hangings he witnessed in the ‘70s in Helena were recounted by W.T. 
(Tommy) Thompson of Broadwater county who was in attendance at the recent Pioneers’ 
convention at Helena, and who, as a school boy in Last Chance gulch, saw at first hand how 
the grim law of the early west operated. 
    Mr. Thompson, who now owns a 350-acre farm near Townsend, saw the hanging of 
“Peg Leg” Murphy in 1870 but recalls more distinctly the hanging of a Chinaman from 
famous old Hangman’s Tree late in 1870. 
    He can’t recall the name of the unfortunate Oriental but he does remember the body 
hung there for three days, “and it drew quite a crowd, too.” 
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    “This Chinaman,” Mr. Thompson said, “killed a white man in a brawl in Chinatown 
and was taken to Hangman’s Tree and ‘strung up.’ 
    “I was just a kid going to school then but I remember the Chinaman’s wife used to 
bring food every day and place in his mouth.  I guess she was feeding his spirit. 
    “The body remained hanging for three days as a lesson to the other Chinese of the 
city.  Hundreds of people drove out to Hangman’s Tree every evening in their carriages to see 
the body.  No one seemed to think it was particularly horrible. 
    “On the fourth day they cut down the body and gave it burial.  The wife placed a lot 
of food on the grave which was quickly eaten by some of the youngsters around town.” 
 
The three sources given in relation to the woman in question may seem somewhat unrelated, 
but the historians’ task is to take disparate bits of information and to make sense of them 
using prior knowledge, contextual information, analysis, and synthesis. This is now your task. 

v In your opinion, was the woman in question Ah Chow’s wife or a prostitute? 
Support your assertion: 
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