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	UNIT FOUR: CATTLE BECOMES BIG BUSINESS 

	LP22

	# of Days
	1
	Enrichment
	

	Prior Knowledge
	Knowledge of how the U.S. was expanding and opening up in the west, post-Civil War. 
	Accommodations
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT: Students will begin to familiarize themselves with the point and purpose of cattle trails and “Cow Towns”, while also analyzing the symbols and meaning behind fictional depictions of the cowboy lifestyle in art. 
	(Anticipated Problems) 
	-students may struggle with the symbols / meaning of the paintings

	Lessons Assessment
	(included below) 
	(Changes for next time)
	

	(Benchmarks or Standards) 
	(included below) 
	(What worked well) 
	

	Materials Needed
	PowerPoint capability, two paintings by Frederic Remington (included below), pens, notebooks, one worksheet on the “Cow Town” of Abilene, Kansas, one worksheet with lecture notes and map. 
	Dates
	September 23, 2010

	

	Time
	Learning Task
	Methods of Procedures

	5 min
	Bellwork / Attendance
	Imagine you are a cowboy herding cattle from Texas up to Missouri. You stop for the night, make camp, and a rain-storm blows in scaring your herd. Write a cowboy poem/song/short paragraph describing the experience and your emotions. Are you frightened? Worried? Or does the storm’s fury energize for you tomorrow’s journey? 

	10 min
	Lecture on the American West / The Chisholm Trail 
	

	20 min
	Imagine you are building the “Cow Town” of Abilene, Kansas. 
	In groups of four, develop the “Cow Town” of Abilene, Kansas. 

	15 min 
	Analyze two paintings by Frederic Remington, the great painter of the American West.  
	Analyze in a pair, two paintings by Frederic Remington: “The Hunter’s Supper” (1909) and “Stampeded by Lightning” (1908).  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


DURATION, CLASS,



50 min., 11th grade United States History, 22 students, Unit: “The

GRADE LEVEL, NUMBER



American West After the Civil War”

OF STUDENTS

LOCATION





St. Michael Indian School, Room 12

KEY VOCABULARY
longhorns, trail, Chisholm Trail, vaquero, rancho, roundup, long drive, idealized,


INSTRUCTION MATERIALS
notebook, pen, worksheets with two paintings by Frederic Remington (included below), worksheet detailing the construction of Abilene, Kansas; possible PowerPoint projector;


ENDURING UNDERSTANDING


As a result of this lesson, students will be able to grasp and engage the

(BIG IDEA)





purpose and spirit of the cattle drive. Besides factual concerns, a large part









of this lesson will be to empathize with the Western cowboy –to imagine their








feelings, worldview, terrors, and exultations while on the long drive.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTION



What was the purpose and point of the Chisholm Trail? 








What was the influence of the Spanish vaquero on the American cowboy?








How did the development of Northern industrialized cities post-Civil War, 








influence and energize the American West? 








What were the hardships faced by the American cowboy on the long drive?  








In Remington’s paintings, how is the American West depicted or idealized? 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.  Students will be able to grasp and familiarize themselves with the point and purpose of cattle trails and the emergence of “Cow Towns.” 

2.  Students will be able to develop a “Cow Town” using their imagination, concentrating on what will be need in a town that holds such heterogeneity: businessmen, cowboys, settlers, and cattle.  








3. Students will be able to analyze art from the period and see how it reflects facts

and concerns of the cattle drive while also idealizing and uplifting the cowboy way of life. 



STANDARDS
Standard 1: How the rise of corporations, heavy industry, and mechanized farming transformed the American people


Standard 2: Massive immigration after 1870 and how new social patterns, conflicts, and ideas of national unity developed growing cultural diversity


Standard 3: Federal Indian policy and United States foreign policy after


the Civil War








<http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/us-standards5-12.html>

BACKGROUND
The teacher should be familiar with the development of the West in relation to Northern industrialized cities, and the influence of the Spanish vaquero. The students should be familiar with the growth and development of the West in post-Civil War America. 

SUGGESTED PROCEDURE
1. Bell work: Imagine you are a cowboy/cowgirl herding cattle from Texas up to Missouri. You stop for the night, make camp, and a rain-storm blows in scaring your herd. The cattle push against the pen and one another, moan loudly, and are eager to escape. Write a cowboy poem/song/short paragraph describing the experience and your emotions. Are you frightened? Worried? Or does the storm’s fury energize for you tomorrow’s journey?








2. Lecture on the American West / PowerPoint

3. In groups of four, students will develop and construct the “Cow Town” of Abilene, Kansas. 








4. In pairs, students will analyze two paintings by Frederic Remington.

5. Assign homework: finish Remington worksheet. Review pages 208-211 in The Americans. 

EVALUATIONS
1. Students will be evaluated on how they can effectively apply key words and phrases into their development of the “Cow Town” Abilene, Kansas.  Creativity in development of the town is strongly encouraged. 

2. Students engage with the questions on the Remington worksheet and their partner in a manner that applies the facts of the long drive with the idealized depictions in the paintings. 

3. Students exhibit an ability to find synonyms for or use vocabulary words correctly in class discussion. 

4.Students are curious and seek to deepen their knowledge after class or outside of class.  

5. Students find creative ways to develop and explore the facts. (short stories, poems, essays, songs, plays, etc.)  

EXTENSIONS




1. Students could seek out electronic resources on the American west. 









-<http://www.vlib.us/americanwest/>









-<http:://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/program/episodes/five/cowboys/htm>

2. If interested in fictionalized depictions of cowboy life, students could check out the film Lonesome Dove; read the fictions of Larry McMurtry, Will James, Cormac McCarthy, or Zane Grey; or seek out the paintings 

of Frederic Remington at: <http://www.nga.gov/feature/remington/remington.shtm>; or the paintings of Charles Wimar or Charles Schreyvogel at: <http://www.artcyclopedia.com/subjets/the_American_West.html>

RESOURCES


Appleby. Joyce Oldham. The American Vision. New York: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2010.


Print Textbook. 

Carlson, Paul Howard. The Cowboy Way: an Exploration of History and Culture. 

Lubbock, TX: Texas Tech UP, 2006. Print. 

Danzer, Gerald, Jorge Klor De Alva, Larry Kreiger, Louis Wilson, and Nancy Woloch. 

The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston: Houghton Mifflin, 2005. Print. 

“Frederic Remington: The Color of Night.” National Gallery of Art. Web. 16 Aug. 2010.


<http://www.nga.gov/feature/remington/remington.shtm>.

“THE WEST – Cowboys.” PBS. Web. 16 Aug. 2010

<http: ///wwww.pbs.org/weta/thewest/program/episodes/five/cowboys.htm>.

Lecture on the American West  / Could be made in a simple PowerPoint. 

I. The Growing Demand for Beef

a. Due to rapidly growing cities (due to immigrants and work), the post-Civil War industrialized north began to demand beef in larger quantities. 

b. The Chicago Union Stockyards opened in 1865, and by spring 1866, the railroads were running all the way to Sedalia, Missouri, shipping beef and cattle all throughout America. 

c. From Sedalia, Missouri, Texas ranchers could ship their cattle to Chicago and Eastern markets. But the journeys from Texas to Sedalia were often dangerous: thunderstorms, stampedes, rain-swollen rivers, outlaws, and Native-Americans protecting their land threatened the success of their journey. Occasionally the cattle died of starvation or exhaustion.

d. But if they made it through the long drive, they could be sold for 10 times the price they would have gotten in Texas.  

II. The Cowboy Trade: The Influence of the “Vaquero” 

a. Today, the American cowboy seems distinctly American; in reality, he learned his way of life from the first Spanish ranchers in Mexico: the vaqueros. 

b. The cowboy’s food, language, dress, and spirit were heavily influenced by the vaquero. The vaquero was also the first person to use spurs, metal spikes attached to the boot heel to direct the horse. 

c. Moreover, many cowboy terms were adaptations of Spanish words: bronco caballo or a “rough horse” that ran wild, became known as a bronco or bronc. The American ranch was an adaptation of the Mexican rancho. The strays or mestenos, were the same mustangs that the American cowboy tried to tame. 

III. The Cow Town

a. Illinois cattle dealer Joseph McCoy approached several Western towns with plans to create a shipping yard where cattle trails and rail lines came together, allowing cattle to be shipped North more easily. This plan gave rise to the “Cow Town.” One such town was Abilene, Kansas. Abilene was unique because it connected trails such as the Chisholm Trail –the major cattle route from San Antonio, through Oklahoma to Kansas – to the railroad, later to be shipped to cities such as Quincy, Chicago, or Denver. 

IV. A Day in The Life of a Cowboy in the American West 

a. Roughly 55,000 cowboys worked the western plains between 1866 – 1885.

b. A cowboy worked 14 or more hours on a cattle drive. He was an expert rider, horseman, and marksman. His gun was used to protect the herd from wild animals or dangerous outlaws.

c. The overland transport of the cattle, or long drive, lasted roughly three months. A typical drive included one cowboy for every 250 to 300 head of cattle –the herds could number anywhere from 2,000 to 5,000 cattle. A cook was also on board who setup camp and a wrangler cared for extra horses. During the drive, the cowboys slept on the ground, bathed in rivers, risked death at river crossings, and looked out for lightning –a loud crack of lightning and thunder could easily send the cattle herd stampeding. 

Map of the Long Drive and the Chisholm Trail, c. 1870

[image: image1.png]


<http://impactnews.com/images/stories/RPF/2005/12/chisholmtrail.map2_opt.gif>
Abilene, Kansas 

Population: 1,000 men

10,000 cattle 
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Frederic Remington, The Hunters' Supper (detail), c. 1909,

<http://www.nga.gov/feature/remington/remington.shtm>

[image: image3.jpg]



Frederic Remington, Stampeded By Lightning (detail), c. 1908,

<http://www.nga.gov/feature/remington/remington.shtm>

Frederic Remington Worksheet

Painter and sculptor, Frederic Remington, (1861-1909) is known for his romantic depictions of the American West. Here are two of his best-known and most beautiful paintings. 

1. First write down your first impressions of each painting. How does each painting initially strike you? Think about this for a minute, then record basic elements in each painting, e.g., colors, shapes, line, texture, location, figures, etc. Scan the painting for symbols.

2. How do the colors and symbols of  “Stampeded by Lightning” (1908) evoke the hardships and terror of the long drive? What is the cowboy attempting to do? What is going through his mind? 

3. How do the colors and symbols of “The Hunter’s Supper” evoke the camaraderie and spirit of the West? Are these men cowboys? Where do you think they are headed? What are they talking about over supper? 

4. Are Remington’s paintings an attempt to idealize the American West or capture it accurately? Neither answer is right or wrong, but you must argue your point effectively. 

5. Thinking about the themes and meaning of each painting, what are the perspectives of each work? Do the paintings different in their treatment of life on the plains and the cattle drives? Are they both about hardship? Or do they both convey excitement and energy? Which do you feel is more true to life?  

(Mitchell Bradford, SMIS, 11th Grade U.S. History)





You are Illinois cattle dealer Joseph McCoy developing the Western town of Abilene, Kansas. Here, cattle trails will be connected to railroads heading off to Chicago and Denver. Consider what buildings and amenities will need to be in your town. First decide what is needed to keep the cattle healthy –cattle pens, feed, water, etc. Then decide how best to load the cattle onto the trains at the railroads. Draw or write this inside the hexagon. 


Now consider what visitors, cowboys, and businessmen will need in your town. Should you build a hotel? A bank? Will a saloon be needed to relax in? Will you encourage visitors to settle here? Discuss in your group. 


Most importantly, how will the price of cattle be kept up? Will you limit the number of cattle loaded on from the trails? Or will you seek more markets as to increase the price? Discuss and develop your town in a group of four.  





The Chisholm Trail





RAILROAD


TO CHICAGO





RAILROAD


TO DENVER








